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It behooves everyone, Washington included, to join the rest of 
the world in finally forcing Israel to join the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, a first but critical step towards long-delayed 
accountability. 


The recent decision by the United States Department of 
Justice to open an investigation into the killing, last May, of 
Palestinian-American journalist Shireen Abu Akleh is not a 
game-changer, but important and worthy of reflection, 
nonetheless. 


Unity is not a political document. Neither is international 
solidarity. It is a process that is shaped by a language which 
should be spoken collectively, relentlessly and boldly 


For Lula’s Victory to Matter: A Proposal for a Unified 
Palestinian Foreign Policy 

Until Palestinians revamp their problematic leadership or 
formulate a new kind of leadership through grassroots 
mobilization in Palestine itself, they should at least attempt to 
liberate their foreign policy agenda from factionalism, which is 
defined by a self-centered approach to politics. 


Chasing a Mirage: How Israel Arab Parties Validate Israeli 
Apartheid 

By remaining loyal participants in Israel's democracy charade, 
these politicians continue to validate the Israeli establishment, 
thus harming, not only Palestinian communities in Israel but, 
in fact, Palestinians everywhere. 


From Ally to Enemy: Australia Hammers Final Nail in US ‘Deal 
of the Century’ 

In the final analysis, it has become clear that the ‘Deal of the 
Century’ was not an irreversible historical event, but an 
Opportunistic and thoughtless political process that lacked a 
deep understanding of history and the political balances that 
continue to control the Middle East. 


Difficult Months Ahead: Why Israel is Afraid of the Lions’ Den 


Palestinians are simply fed up with the Israeli occupation and 
with their collaborating leadership. They are ready to put it all 
on the line, in fact, in Jenin and Nablus, they already have. 


Strangers Behind the Trees: On the Death of Rayan Suliman 
and His Fear of Monsters 


Children of my Gaza refugee camp were rarely afraid of 
monsters but of Israeli soldiers. This is all that we talked about 
before going to bed. Unlike imaginary monsters in the closet 
or under the bed, Israeli soldiers are real, and they could 
show up any minute — at the door, on the roof or, as was often 
the case, right in the middle of the house. 


The talk of a Palestinian state is, therefore, meant to give 
whomever is to follow Abbas, political leverage that would 
allow him to stave off an armed revolt and take Palestinians 
into another futile hunt in search of another political mirage. 


Ramzy Baroud talks about the Palestinian Authority, its 
violence against the Palestinian people and the very future of 
the PA. 


The PA's future course of action will likely determine its 
relationship with Israel and its western supporters, on the one 
hand, and with the Palestinian people, on the other. 


-= Will the UN's current power paradigm allow it to finally correct 
this historic ‘misstep’ by providing Palestinians with the long- 
delayed justice and freedom? 


While Israel continues to act with impunity, Palestinians also 
continue to resist. This is not just the lesson of Sabra and 
Shatila, but the bigger lesson of the Israeli occupation of 
Palestine as well. 


For Palestinians, these are acts of resistance that 
demonstrate the power of the Palestinian people: even in 
prison, handcuffed to a hospital bed, denied every basic 
human right, a Palestinian can fight, and win. Awawdeh did. 


What truly requires urgent investigation and condemnation is 
Israel’s continued exploitation and denigration of the memory 
of the Holocaust to score cheap political points against 

Palestinians, to silence critics and to hide the true extent of its 
numerous massacres, criminal military occupation and racist 
apartheid regime. 


While US and western mainstream and corporate media 
remain biased in favor of Israel, they often behave as if they 
are a third, neutral party. This is simply not the case. 


The Resistance in Gaza commented on the killing of the 
Nablus fighters by declaring that the conflict with Israel has 
entered a new phase. Indeed, it has. 
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Without Palestine, There is No Arab Unity: Why Normalization 
with Israel Will Fail 

Historically, such attempts have failed, and often miserably 
SO, as apartheid Israel remains as hated by those who 
normalized as much as it is hated by those who have not. 


Anadolu: Palestine Needs ‘New Vision for Liberation’ as Israel 
Bombs Gaza 


Speaking to Anadolu Agency in Istanbul, where he was 
attending a closed-door discussion on the Palestinian 
liberation struggle, Baroud said ‘there's always this need that 
we need to go beyond the stale discourse on Palestine.’ 


Why Resistance Matters: Palestinians are Challenging Israel's 
Unilateralism, Dominance 


The reason why Israel refuses to acknowledge Palestinian 
political agency is that, in doing so, Tel Aviv would have no 
other alternative but to engage Palestinians as partners ina 
political process that could guarantee justice, equality and 
peaceful co-existence. 


Washington is the Problem, Not the Solution: Why Mahmoud 
Abbas is Seeking New ‘Powerful’ Sponsors 

What Palestinians need is not a new ‘powerful’ sponsor of the 
‘peace process’ but a grassroots-based struggle for freedom 
and liberation starting at home. 


The Shameful UN ‘Listof Shame’: Equating between the 
Israeli Perpetrator and the Palestinian Victim 

This is not what Palestinians are expecting from the United 
Nations, an organization that supposedly exists to end armed 
conflicts and bring about peace and security for all. 


olitical Instability is” 


For Israel to ange! a eer of peace and reconciliation 
would have to replace the current atmosphere of incitement 
and war. 


Inevitably, Israel's political experiment in Gaza has backfired, | 
and the only way out is for the Gaza siege to be completely 
lifted and, this time, for good. 


But for the Palestinian narrative to be truly a 
Palestinians must indeed assume the role of the Gramscian 
intellectual, as “purveyors of consciousnesses” and abandon 
the role of the ‘victim intellectual’ Beall adele 


Cultural Warriors: Wh 

It is the spirit of these valiant cultural warriors that continues 
to guide the Fida’i in their struggle for recognition, their fight 
for oan and their males, for HOU: 


History has taught us that Muslims, Christians and Jews can 
peacefully coexist and collectively thrive, as they have done 
throughout the Middle East and the Iberian Peninsula for 
millennia. Indeed, this is a prediction, even a prophecy, that is 
worth striving for. 
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Palestine’s New Resistance Model: How the Last Year 
Redefined the Struggle for Palestinian Freedom 
Considering that the new resistance is centered around 
homegrown, grassroots, community-oriented movements, it 
has far greater chances of success than previous attempts. 


The Ethnic Cleansing of Masafer Yatta: Israels New 
Annexation Strategy in Palestine 

Israel must not succeed in Masafer Yatta, because if it does, 
its original, mass annexation scheme will become a reality in 
no time. 


Right of Return: Nakba is Back on Palestinian Agenda 

And since the Nakba and the subsequent ethnic cleansing of 
Palestinian refugees are the common denominator behind all 
Palestinian suffering, the term and its underpinnings are back 
at center stage of any meaningful conversation on Palestine, 
as should have always been the case. 


Constantly on the Verge of Collapse: How Palestinians 
Became a Factor in Israeli Politics 

Israel is now facing the dilemma of either ignoring this new 
Palestinian factor, at its own peril, or accepting the 
inescapable fact that Israel can never enjoy stability while 
Palestinians remain occupied, confined and oppressed. 


The Limits of Israeli Intelligence: Does Israel Have a Yahya 
Sinwar Problem? 

It is the unity of the Palestinian people themselves, around a 
set of values, new language and a collective frame of 
reference. Deep down, this is what truly terrifies Israel most, 
not the speeches of Sinwar or any other. 
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If Palestinian refugees are removed from the list of political 
priorities Concerning the future of a just peace in Palestine, 
neither justice nor peace can possibly be attained. 


tempor. | and S p atial Division: Wh V ISrai ‘l's Er dgan e 


As the ‘Sword of Jerusalem’ has taught us, Palestinians are 
now capable of responding in a unified fashion and, despite 
their limited means, even putting pressure on Israel to reverse 
its policies. 


A serious conversation involving Palestinians, Arab countries, 
the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization and 
other parties must take place to discuss and resolve 
Palestine’s food insecurity. 


If Israel continues to subjugate the Palestinian people under 
the current system of military occupation and deepening 
apartheid, Palestinians will surely continue to respond until 
their oppressive reality is changed. 


Crisis Might Be Worse than Anything We 


When almost all of Gaza’s water is not fit for human 
consumption because ofa deliberate Israeli strategy, one can 
understand why Palestinians continue to fight back as if their 
lives are dependent on it; because they are. 
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The Billion Dollar Deal that Made Google and Amazon 
Partners in the Israeli Occupation of Palestine 

While profit generation is understandably the main goal of 
companies like Google and Amazon, this goal can be 
achieved without necessarily requiring the subjugation of a 
whole people, who are currently the victims of the world’s last 
remaining apartheid regime. 


Politics and Sports Do Mix: On FIFA’s Hypocrisy in Palestine 
and the Need to Isolate Apartheid Israel 

It will not take days, as is the case with Russia and Ukraine, 
but they will eventually succeed in isolating Israel, for, as it 
turned out, politics and sports do mix after all. 


On Palestine’s Everyday Victories: Why Israel is No Longer 
the Exception 

Israel is not the exception, and like other colonial, apartheid 
regimes, it will eventually collapse, paving the way fora 
possible future where Palestinian Arabs and Israeli Jews can 
coexist as equals. 


The Next Step in Palestine’s Anti-Apartheid Struggle is the 
Most Difficult 

Most importantly, Palestinians must also reflect on the 
unavoidable truth — that those who have normalized and 
profited from the Israeli occupation and apartheid cannot 
possibly be the ones who will bring freedom and justice to 
Palestine. 


Doing Business with Apartheid: Why Africa Must Reject Israeli 
Colonialism 
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The solid support that Palestine enjoys among an influential 
block at the AU, in addition to the popular support the 
Palestinian cause continues to receive throughout Africa, 
indicates that, despite the mistakes of the past, Palestine 
remains a central issue on the continent. 


‘The Blood in the Barrel’: Decades of Israeli Propaganda _ are 
Faltering 

A succession of events in recent weeks all points to the 
inescapable fact that nearly 75 years of Israel’s painstaking 
efforts aimed at hiding the truth about its origins and its 
current racially-driven apartheid regime are miserably failing. 


Instead of Freeing Palestinian Prisoners, New Scheme Aims 
at Punishing Their Families 

Maybe the discussion should also be expanded to include the 
freedom of all Palestinians who are experiencing their own 
forms of imprisonment by Israel. 


Morality Cannot Be Divided: How Netanyahu's Corruption has 
Exposed Israel's ‘Democracy’ 

It turns out that morality cannot be divided based on 
geography, class, religion or race. It might be time for ordinary 
Israelis to accept this unavoidable truism. 

Israel’s Hasbara in Sheikh Jarrah: On Gilad Erdan’s ‘Terrorist’ 
Rock and Faulty Logic 

Neither Erdan nor his bosses in Tel Aviv can reverse this 
Palestinian-led momentum. His UN display merely reflects the 
degree of desperation and intellectual bankruptcy of Israel 
and its representatives. 


How Israel’s ‘Facebook Law’ Plans to Control All Palestinian 
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Content Online 


While Israel is permitted, thanks to the deafening silence of 
the international community, to maintain its military occupation 
of Palestine, to cement its apartheid and to deepen its control 
of Palestinian life everywhere, it should not be permitted to 
expand this matrix of control to the digital realm as well. 


In South Africa_as in Palestine: Why We Must Protect the 
Legacy of Desmond Tutu 
Late South Africa’s Archbishop Desmond Tutu will never die, 


because his words continue to lead the way, in Palestine as in 
South Africa. 


The Real ‘Doomsday Scenario’: How Palestinian Hunger 
Striker, Abu Hawash Forced Israeli Concession 


It is quite a powerful imagery to think that a dying man, tied to 
a hospital bed, would force Israel to concede on such a 
crucial issue as that of the freedom of a Palestinian. 


As Israel Plots Endgame_in Occupied Golan, Bennett Must 
Remember Lessons of the Past 

All popular Palestinian uprisings of the past were initiated at 
times when Israel assumed that it had the upper hand, and 
that people’s resistance has been forever pacified. 

2021 in Palestine: A New Generation Has Finally Risen 
2021 was also a year of unity, cultural achievements and 
hope, as a new generation is finally taking center stage, 


asserting its identity and its centrality to the future of its 
homeland 


Why is Israel Amending Its Open-Fire Policy: Three Possible 
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Answers 


It is true that Israel operates outside the minimum standards 
of international and humanitarian laws, but it is the 
responsibility of the international community to protect 
Palestinians, whose lives remain precious even if Israel 
disagrees. 


Previously Unknown Massacres’: Why is Israel Allowed _ to 
Own Palestinian History? 

It is time that those who have paid far more attention to the 
Israeli narrative abandon such illusions and, for once, listen to 
Palestinian voices, because the truth of the victim is a wholly 
different story than that of the aggressor. 


On ‘Gassing the Arabs’ and Other Diseases: Is Israel a ‘Sick 
society’? 

Whether right-wing, left-wing or center, Israel is committed to 
its military superiority, its racism and to the military occupation 
more than ever before. The sooner we accept this fact, and 
quit subscribing to the illusion that change in Israel will 
happen from within, the sooner the Palestinian people will 
finally achieve the justice they need and deserve. 


WATCH: ‘Unity and Resistance’: Ramzy Baroud Delivers 
Speech at Casa Arabe in Madrid 

Palestine Chronicle editor, Dr. Ramzy Baroud, delivered a 
speech at Casa Arabe on Thursday, as part of the Palestine 
Week, which was organized to commemorate the 
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People. 
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There Must Be a Cost for the Occupation’: Palestine 
Chronicle Editor Delivers Lecture at Madrid University 
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(PHOTOS & VIDEOS) 


On the occasion of the Palestinian solidarity week in Madrid, 
Palestine Chronicle editor Ramzy Baroud delivered a lecture 
at the Universidad Complutense of the Spanish capital. 


Why the Palestinian Voice Should Take Center Stage 
Without that genuine and engaged Palestinian intellectual, the 
world’s priorities will continue to gravitate towards Israeli 
priorities, towards US interests and their subsequent 
fraudulent language about ‘peace,’ security’ and such. 


Banning of Palestinian NGOs: How Israel Tries to Silence 
Human Rights Defenders 

Though it is ultimately the people who liberate themselves, 
international solidarity is essential to the process of national 
liberation. This was the case in South Africa, and will surely 
be the case in Palestine, as well. 


From Pegasus to Blue Wolf: How Israel's ‘Security’ 
Experiment in Palestine Became Global 

The truth is, for as long as Israel maintains its military 
occupation of Palestine, and as long as the Israeli military 
continues to see Palestinians as subjects in a mass ‘security 
experiment’, the Middle East—in fact, the entire world—will 
continue to pay the price. 


Bill Gates Should Know Better: How the Israeli Occupation 
Ravages the Environment_in Palestine 

From the destruction of Palestinian wells to the poisoning of 
trees, to the demolishing of entire ecosystems to make space 
for Israel’s apartheid wall, to the use of depleted uranium in its 


various wars against Gaza, Israel has been on an unrelenting 
mission to ruin Palestine’s environment in all of its 
manifestations. 


The truth is that a thousand or a million more statements by 
western governments will not end the Israeli occupation, or 
even slow down the pace of Israeli military bulldozers as they 
uproot Palestinian trees, destroy homes and construct yet 
more illegal colonies. 


The Biden Administration is proving to be but a soft facade to 
the same policies enacted by the Trump Administration. Only, 
this time, the Palestinian Authority, for self-serving reasons, 
does not seem to mind. 


Israel continues to target Palestinians as a people, 
downgrades their language, dismantles their institutions and 
systematically destroys their culture. This is rightly referred to 
as Cultural genocide, and it is our moral responsibility to stop 
it. 


| Speaking out for Palestine in America is no longer a 
charitable and rare occurrence. As the future will surely 
reveal, it is the “politically correct” thing to do. 


In post-Abbas Palestine, Palestinians must reflect on this 
tragic history and, instead of aiming for easy fixes, 
concentrate on finding common ground beyond parties, 
factions, clans and privilege. 


ne Man as a Whole Generation: The Unfinished War of 


Zakaria Zubeidi is not just a single person but a whole 
generation of Palestinians in the West Bank who are caught 
up in an impossible dilemma, having to choose between a 
paintul, but real, struggle for freedom and political 
compromises, which, in Zakaria’s own words, ‘have achieved 
nothing’. 
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Until Israel abandons its foolish ‘security’ fantasies, there can 
never be true peace in Palestine, neither for the occupied and 
oppressed Palestinians, nor for the Israeli occupiers. 


Hash tag ‘Untie Our Hands’: How Many More Palestinians 


Considering the disproportionate number of Palestinian 
casualties which, at times, push Palestinian morgues in Gaza 
to full capacity, it is inconceivable what Israeli soldiers, army 
generals, and politicians want exactly when they speak of 
‘untying their hands’. 
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It is obvious that what is currently taking place in Jenin is 
indicative of something much larger. Israel knows this, thus 
the exaggerated violence against the camp. 
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Africa is also the heart of the most powerful anti-colonial 
trends the world has ever known. A continent of this size, 
complexity, and proud history cannot be written off as if a 
mere ‘prize’ to be won or lost by Israel and its neocolonial 
friends. 


Israelis now ata crossroads. It can only win back the support 
of US Jews if it behaves in such a way that is consistent with 
their moral frame of reference. Hence, it would have to end its 
military occupation, dismantle its apartheid regime and 
reverse its racist laws. 


The protest in Beita is a protest for land rights, water rights 
and basic human rights. Bani-Shamsa and, later, Salim, were 
killed in cold blood simply because their protests were mere 
irritants to the grand design of colonial Israel. 


The truth is, for us, Palestinians, the Olympics are not an 
ethnocentric exercise. Our relationship to it is not simply 
inspired by race, nationality or even religion, but by humanity 
itself. 
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How Ben & Jerry’s has Exposed Israel’s Anti-BDS Strategy 
By calling an ice cream company ‘terrorist’ for simply adhering 
to international law, Herzog has revealed the growing lack of 
credibility and absurdity of the official Israeli language. 


Family Separation Law: Israels Demographic_War on 
Palestine Intensifies 

As Israel continues to experiment with controlling the 
Palestinian population, it would be shameful if the 
international community continued to remain silent. This moral 
outrage must end. 


The People vs. Mahmoud Abbas: Are the Palestinian 
Authority’s Days Numbered? 

The PA has proven to be an obstacle in the face of 
Palestinian freedom, with no credibility among Palestinians. It 
clings on to power only because of US and Israeli support 


Bennett's Political Theater: The Decisive Israeli-Palestinian 
Fight Ahead 

So far, Bennett has proven to be another Netanyahu. Yet, if 
Israel’s longest-running prime minister ultimately failed to 
convince Israelis of the merit of his political doctrine, Bennett’s 
charade is likely to be exposed much sooner, and the price, 
this time, is sure to be even heavier. 


‘Putting Lipstick on a Pig’: Why Washington is Fawning over 
Israel's New Government 

While the Americans and the Israelis are busy engaging in the 
ever-familiar ritual of ‘putting lipstick on a pig’, the Palestinians 
remain irrelevant in all of this, as their political aspirations 
continue to be discounted, and their freedom delayed. 
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On Trumpism_ and Netanyahuism: How Benjamin Netanyahu 
Won America and Lost Israel 

Whatever that is, it will surely be situated within the familiar 
context of Netanyahu’s angry army of Israeli right-wing 

zealots aided and abetted by Christian fundamentalists in the 
US and elsewhere. He may have won America, but — for now 
— he has lost Israel. 


Say This, Don't Say That: Time to Confront the Misleading 
Language on Palestine, Israel 

It will not be easy to deconstruct the seemingly endless 
edifice of lies, half-truths, and intentional misrepresentations 
of Zionist Israeli colonialism in Palestine. 


On the Politics of Victory and Defeat: How Gaza Dethroned 
the King of Israel 

Netanyahu struggled to redeem his image. It was too late. As 
strange as this may sound, it was not Bennett or Lieberman 
who finally dethroned the ‘King of Israel’, but the Palestinians 
themselves. 


Power at Any Cost: How Opportunistic Mansour Abbas Joined 
Hands with Avowed ‘Arab Killers’ 

n truth, Mansour Abbas, a Palestinian Arab politician who is 
willing to find common ground with extremists and proud ‘Arab 
killers’, only represents himself. The future shall attest to this 
Claim. 


The Fumbling King of Palestine: Palestinians are Defeating 
the Oslo Culture 


Neither Washington, Tel Aviv, nor Mahmoud Abbas’ PA can 
possibly resuscitate the past and the miserable culture that 
Oslo has imposed on the Palestinian people. Only 
Palestinians can lead this transition for a better future, that of 
national unity, political clarity and, ultimately, freedom. 


Finally, it can unequivocally be asserted that the Palestinian 
resistance scored a major victory, arguably unprecedented in 
its proud history. This is the first time that Israel is forced to 
accept that the rules of the game have changed, likely 
foreverhttps://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20210525-despite- 
massive-losses-the-palestinians-have-altered-the-course-of- 
history/ 


Speak up. Speak out. The Palestinians have risen. It is time to 
rally behind them. 
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No amount of Israeli propaganda and smear campaigns can 
turn the tide back in favor of Israel. While it may be too early 
to speak of a major paradigm shift, it is certainly no longer far- 
fetched to imagine that such a possibility is finally at hand. 


The untold story of Sheikh Jarrah, of Jerusalem — in fact, of all 
of Palestine — is that of Muna and Yakub, the former 
representing Palestine, the latter, Israel. For justice to ever be 


attained, Muna must be allowed to reclaim her stolen home 
and Yakub must be held accountable for his crime. 


fe spoke to the Italian artist to understand his connection 
wie Palestine and the Arab world, his inspirations and his 
‘Ongoing fight against injustice in all of its forms. 
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The decision on April 30 by Palestinian Authority President, 
Mahmoud Abbas, to ‘postpone’ Palestinian elections, which 


would have been the first in 15 years, will deepen Palestinian 
division and could, potentially, signal the collapse of the Fatah 
Movement, atleast in its current form. Unlike the last 

Palestinian parliamentary elections in 2006, the big story, [...] 
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While the Israel lobby still wields the dual weapon of money 
and propaganda, politically engaged grassroots activism is 
proving decisive in garnering American solidarity with 
Palestine, while slowly translating this solidarity into actual 
political gains. 


‘Perhaps this Ramadan can serve as the opportunity for social 
justice to be finally enacted and for the oppressed to be heard 
so that their hymn of torment and hope may rise above the 
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Recognition of Palestine is ‘Symbolic’ but_also Critical: The 
Australian Case 

The ALP recognition of Palestine is, for now, mere symbolism. 
If utilized correctly, through pressure, advocacy and 
mobilization, it could turn into something meaningful in the 
future. 


Israel Rejects ICC Investigation: What Are the Possible 
Future Scenarios? 

While Palestinians remain cautious about the future of the 
investigation, hope is slowly rising that, this time around, 
things may be different and that Israeli war criminals will 
eventually be held accountable for their crimes. Time will tell. 


From His Solitary Confinement, Marwan Barghouti Holds the 
Key to Fatah’s Future 

As it stands, the key to the future of Fatah is now held by a 
Palestinian prisoner, Marwan Barghouti, who has been kept 
by Israel, largely in solitary confinement, since 2002. 
Kafkaesque Politics: The Missing Lessons from Israel’s Latest 
Elections 

With or without Israel’s longest-serving prime minister, Israel 
is unlikely to produce a politically unifying figure, one who is 
capable of redefining the country beyond Netanyahu-style cult 
of personality. 

The Nakba of Sheikh Jarrah: How Israel Uses ‘the Law’ to 
Ethnically Cleanse East Jerusalem 


| While the Israeli State claims to play an impartial role in this 
scheme, itis actually the facilitator of the entire process. The 
final outcome manifests in the ever-predictable scene, where 
an Israeli flag is triumphantly hoisted over a Palestinian home 
and a Palestinian family is assigned an UN-supplied tent and 
a few blankets. 


Palestine, like other Middle Eastern countries, including Israel, 
does have a crisis of political legitimacy. Since Palestine is an 
occupied land with little or no freedom, one is justified to 
argue that true democracy under these horrific conditions 
cannot possibly be achieved. 


Now that all electoral alliances have been finalized, Mansour 
‘Abbas has clearly made the wrong choice and, no matter the 
outcome, he has already lost. 


Abdullah’s volume on Hamas is a must-read, as it offers a 
unique take on Hamas, liberating the discussion on the 
Movement from the confines of the reductionist Western 
‘media's perception of Hamas as terrorist — and of the 
counterclaims, as well. In this book, Hamas is viewed as a 
political actor, whose armed resistance is only a component in 
a complex and far-reaching strategy. 


Millions of Palestinians continue to live in exile, generation 
after generation, painstakingly negotiating their individual and 
collective identities, neither able to return, nor feeling truly 
whole. These millions deserve to exercise their Right of 
Return, for their voices to be heard and to be included. 


While the Democratic discourse remains committed to arming 
and defending Israel, it provides Palestinians and Arabs with 
no meaningful change, because substantive change can only 
occur when international law is respected. Unfortunately, 
according to Blinken’s logic, such seemingly trivial matters 
should, for now, be ‘left aside’. 


The US now has no other option but to slowly retreat from its 
previous commitments to the peace process: in fact, the 
region as a whole. As is often the case, any American retreat 
means a potential opening for Russia, which is now laying 
claim to the role of peace broker, a seismic change that many 
Palestinians are already welcoming. 


The Palestinian and Pakistani peoples need each other as 
vanguards against racism, military occupation and injustice. 
They must remain united at the forefront of this defining fight, 
no matter the sacrifices and the pressures. If Pakistan 
abandons this noble fight, the pain of this loss will be felt most 


deeply in the heart of every Palestinian, for generations to 
come. 


The boycott movement aims at holding the oppressor 
accountable as it places a price tag on military occupation and 
apartheid. Not only is the Palestinian boycott movement not 
racist, it is essentially a rallying cry against racism and 
Oppression. 


Even in the eyes of many Israeli Jews, the Israeli government 
no longer possesses any democratic ideals. Indeed, as 
B’Tselem has succinctly worded it, Israel is a regime of 
Jewish supremacy ‘from the Jordan River to the 

Mediterranean Sea.’ 


A Palestinian people with a coherent, collective narrative will 
always exist no matter the geography, the physical hardship 
and the political circumstances. This is what Israel fears most. 


By Ramzy Baroud Arab normalization with Israel is expected 
to have serious consequences that go well beyond the limited 
and self-serving agendas of a few Arab countries. Thanks to 
the Arab normalizers, the doors are now flung wide open for 


| Long after the deadly pandemic is contained, the tragedy of 
occupied Palestine will, sadly, continue unhindered, until the 


day that Israel is forced to end its military occupation of 
Palestine and the Palestinians. 


new political actors to extend or cement ties with Israel at the | 
expense of Palestine, [...] 


2020 may have been a devastating year for Palestine, but a 
Closer look would allow us to see it as an opportunity fora 
whole new Palestinian political discourse. 2021 is Palestine’s 
chance of fighting back. 


Judging by its legacy of continued support of the Israeli 
military machine and the ongoing colonial expansion in the 
West Bank, Washington insists on serving as Israel’s main 
benefactor — if not a direct partner — while shunning 
Palestinians altogether. Expecting the US to play a 
constructive role in achieving a just peace in Palestine does 
not only reflect indefensible naivety but willful ignorance as 
well. 
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Without a clear ideology, especially when combined with the 
lack of a written Constitution, Israeli politics will remain 


hostage to the whims of politicians and their personal 
interests, if not that of Netanyahu, then of someone else. 


Thanks to the Intifada, the Palestinian people have 
demonstrated their own capacity at challenging Israel without 
having their own military, challenging the Palestinian 
leadership by organically generating their own leaders, 
‘confronting the Arabs and, in fact, the whole world, regarding 
their own moral and legal responsibilities towards Palestine 
and the Palestinian people. 


Although the ‘peace process’ has been declared ‘dead’ on 
multiple occasions, Abbas is now desperately trying to revive 
it, not because he — or any rational Palestinian — believes that 
peace is at hand, but because of the existential relationship 
between the PA and this US-sponsored political scheme. 


Biden's foreign policy is likely to be a continuation of Trump’s 
‘Deal of the Century’, though under a different designation. It 
is baffling that the Palestinian leadership is unable to see this, 
focusing instead, on steering the US back to a failed status 
quo, where Washington blindly supported Israel while paying 
Palestinians off for their silence. 


| By Ramzy Baroud Once again, Europe’s top diplomats 
expressed their ‘deep concern’ regarding Israel's ongoing 
‘illegal settlement expansion, again evoking the maxim that 
Israeli actions “threaten the viability of the two-state solution’. 
This position was communicated by EU Foreign Affairs Chief, 
Josep Borrell, on November 19, during a video-conference 
with Palestinian Authority Foreign Minister, Riyad al-Maliki. 


lie 


‘The announcements are strategically timed, as they carry an 
unmistakable political message that Israel does not intend to 
reverse its settlement policies, regardless of who resides in 
the White House. 


While it is too early to determine the nature of Biden’s foreign 
‘policy doctrine, it behooves the new administration to alter its 
perception of itself and the world at large, and to understand 
that sheer military power is no longer a guarantor of political 
and economic influence. 


The EU may continue to condemn and protest the Israeli 

destruction. However, angry statements and demands for 
‘compensation will fall on deaf Israeli ears if not backed by 
action. 


To be deserving of such a title, the Palestinian leadership 
must wean itself off its total dependence on US validation and 
handouts. Judging by many years of blind and unconditional 
US support of Israel, no matter which party claims the White 
House, Washington will remain committed to Israel, funding 
its occupation and defending it at every turn. 


Israeli racism is the core of a sophisticated plan that aims at 
the political marginalization and economic strangulation of 
Israel's Palestinian Arab minority within a constitutional, thus 
‘legal’, framework. 


Before | was brought to Nafha, | endured several long bouts 
of torture, each extending for 55 hours at atime. They had me 
stand blindfolded in the same position for 12 hours at a time. 
They placed me ina refrigerator-like room and kept lowering 
the temperature until | thought | was going to die from cold. 


Israel's announcement to bar a Palestinian singer from 
returning, thus performing to other Palestinians under 
occupation is, from an Israeli viewpoint, not outrageous at all. 
It is another attempt at disrupting the natural flow of 
Palestinian culture, which, despite the loss of Palestine itself, 
is as strong and as real as it has always been. 


more clever game: selling Palestinians empty words while 
selling Israel lethal weapons. 


In this wide-ranging interview with Palestine Deep Dive, 
Palestinian academic, author and journalist Ramzy Baroud 
speaks about Maher al-Akhras, Palestinian prisoners, the 
Palestinian narrative and the challenge of overcoming media 
bias. 


Maher al-Akhras, and thousands like him, should not risk their 
lives to obtain basic human rights, which should, in theory, be 
guaranteed under international law. Equally important, 
Palestinian prisoners should not be left alone, paying a price 
for daring to stand up for justice, fairness and for their 
people’s freedom. 


The attempt at shutting down the Palestinian Festival is a 
microcosm of Italy’s foreign policy agenda in Palestine and 
Israel, where Rome offers Palestinians nothing but empty 
rhetoric, while practically remaining subservient to the 
chauvinistic and racist right-wing agenda of Tel Aviv. 


. According to Professor Falk, history is clearly on the side of 


| Palestinians, who are already “winning the legitimacy war’. 


Even successful elections within the Oslo framework would 
further divert Palestinian energies from their liberation project 
in favor of another political dead end, that will only protect the 
‘gains’ of Palestine’s ruling elites, while selling more false 
hope that the coveted peace is still at hand to ordinary 
Palestinians. 


It was refreshing to talk to Palestinians who are taking the 
decisive step of declaring that they are not numbers, because 
it is only through this realization and resolve that Palestinian 
youth can challenge all of us and assert their own collective 
identity as a people. 


To give a platform, however limited, to the voices of some of 
Gaza’s most defenseless, we reached out to several families 
in Gaza, seeking permission for their children to reflect, in 
their own way, on the current lockdown, their lives under 
siege and the seemingly perpetual war. 


Political polarization and misinformation aside, both 
Democrats and Republicans head to the November elections 
with strong pro-Israel sentiments, if not outright support, while 
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completely ignoring the plight of occupied and oppressed 
Palestinians. 


We Are Not Numbers: Speaking with Palestine’s Young 
Talents (Palestine Chronicle TV) 

Palestine Chronicle Editor, Ramzy Baroud chats with several 
young journalists and writers from the organization. 


The ‘Desaparecidos’ of Palestine: Gantz Escalates Israel's 
War on the Dead 

While Palestinian families are absolutely devastated by this 
hideous practice, the detention of corpses has never quelled a 
rebellion, neither in Argentina nor in Palestine. 


Israel's Friends at the RNC: ‘Christian Zionists’ Dictate the 
Agenda_of the Republican Party 

The Republican discourse seems to be detached from the 
traditional US foreign policy view that US support for Israel 
serves the geopolitical and geostrategic interests of 
Washington. This view, predominant among Democrats, 
seems to be almost entirely forsaken by Republicans, whose 
love for Israel is now dedicated to a purely religious mission. 


Dying to Fish’: How Israeli Piracy Destroyed Gaza'’s Once 
Thriving Fishing Industry 

The story of Gaza’s fishermen is also the story of the Gaza 
siege. No other profession has been as directly linked to 
Gaza’s woes as that of fishing. 


Netanyahu vs Gantz: Gaza Escalation as Reflection of Israel's 
Political Rivalry 


Certainly, for as long as Israeli leaders continue to see a war 


However depressing the reality may be, the metaphor is 


on Gaza as a political opportunity and a platform for their own 
electoral games, the siege will carry on, relentlessly. 


alestinians Take their Fight for Justice 


undeniably powerful, that of savage colonialism that knows no 
bounds and Palestinian steadfastness (Sumoud) that is 
perennial. 


Lebanon should be aware that its current tragedy is the 
perfect opportunity for its former colonial masters to stage a 
comeback, which would hardly save Lebanon and her people 
from their persisting meal 


‘Palestine | is Still the Isst UN | 
\ p A | f A ( j. A 


The hope is that the growing pro-Palestinian tide, predicated 
on respect for international law and human rights, will 
eventually prevail in order to sever the Canada-lsrael rapport 
permanently, and allow Canada to earn its place as a global 


chico interests. 


leader. 


Israeli policymakers and military planners must be busy trying 
to analyze the situation in Lebanon, to understand the best 
way to exploit Lebanon’s tragedy in order to advance Israel’s 
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Taboo? 


Since the two-state solution is no longer workable, Palestine 
and Israel are now left with one of two options: a protracted, 
racist and violent apartheid or coexistence in a modern, 
democratic, and secular state, for all of its people. 


The Likud Conspiracy: Israelin the Throes of a Major Political 
Crisis 

Reducing the discussion to Netanyahu’s many failures might 
be convenient, but the demonstrable truth is that corrupt 
leaders can only exist in corrupt and unhealthy political 
systems. Israel is now the perfect example of that truism. 


List of Israeli Targets Leaked: Tel Aviv Fears the Worst in ICC 
Investigation of War Crimes 

The fact that a “secret list” exists is an indication that Tel Aviv 
understands that this era is different and that international 
law, which has failed Palestinians for over 70 years, may, for 
once, deliver, however a small measure of justice. 


Human Rights Defenders: Palestinian Eyewitness Testimony 
of the Execution of Abdul Fattah al-Sharif by Israeli Soldier, 
Elor Azaria 

| asked Abu Shamsiyah about the events that took place on 
that day, when he had personally witnessed and filmed the 
execution of the Palestinian young man. 


Why Palestinian-lsraeli Prisoners Exchange Deal Could 
Happen Soon? 

Now that his illegal annexation of West Bank land scheme 
has been postponed, Netanyahu is in desperate need of 
another battle that would present him as some kind of hero in 


ts eyes of Israelis, especially his right-wing constituency. 


The truth is, Oz is the actual face of Israel — privileged, 
entitled, racist and delusional. And the same way Israeli 
media — which gives the likes of Oz his celebrity status — 
should be shunned and boycotted, Israel should also be 
sanctioned and boycotted. 


While logical analysis of a situation may lead the intellect to 
despair, the potential for social and political revolutions and 
transformations must keep us all motivated to keep the 

struggle going, no matter the odds. 


While AIPAC is likely to continue using and improvising on old 
tactics to protect Israel's interests at the US Congress, the 
long-dubbed ‘powerful lobby’ will unlikely be able to turn back 
time. Indeed, the age of total dominance of Israel over the US 
Congress is likely over, and hopefully, this time, for good. 


The fact is, annexation is not a new Israeli political agenda 
dictated by political circumstances in Tel Aviv and 

Washington. Rather, annexation has been the ultimate Israeli 
colonial objective from the very onset. 


On June 19, we spoke to Dr. Triestino Mariniello, a member of 
the legal team representing the Gaza victims before the ICC. 
Mariniello is also a Senior Lecturer at the John Moore 
University in Liverpool, UK. 


Until the Authority hands over the keys to the Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO) so that the more democratically 
representative Palestinian body can start a process of 
national reconciliation, Netanyahu will, tragically, remain the 
only relevant party, determining the fate of Palestine and her 
people. 


Inspired by the common struggle that ties them with their 
African-American brethren, Palestinians are now left only with 
their cries for justice: Palestinian lives matter, hoping, for 
once, the world may hear and echo their screams and, 
perhaps, do something. 


Aludaini was there during the entire ordeal, reporting on the 
dead and the wounded, consoling bereaved families, and also 
taking part in an historic moment when all of Gaza rose and 

united behind a single chant of freedom. 


What Mahmoud Abbas is hoping to achieve, with his latest 
theatrics, is the establishment of a new political game, one 
that is based on political ambiguity, so that he is not entirely 
abandoned by his Western backers, or finally shunned as a 
collaborator by his own people. 


The hundreds of thousands of Jewish extremists who have 
been transferred to permanently settle in the occupied 
territories, an act that starkly violates international law, do not 
operate outside the colonial paradigm designed by the Israeli 
government. 


There can never be a just peace in Palestine until the 
priorities of the Palestinian people — their memories, and their 
aspirations — become the foundation of any political process 

between the Israelis and the Palestinians. 


It isn’t easy to construct a history that, only several decades 
ago, was, along with every standing building of that village, 

blown to smithereens with the very intent of erasing them from 
existence. 


Palestinian refugees must not have to choose between 
forfeiting their legal and unalienable right in their own 


homeland and accepting a life of perpetual degradation and 


unprecedented and historic attempt aimed at, finally, 
investigating the numerous crimes that have been committed 
in Palestine unhindered, with no recourse and no 
accountability. 


Svensson joined Palestine Chronicle editors Ramzy Baroud 
and Romana Rubeo on “Palestine Chronicle TV”, on May 6, to 
discuss his fascinating experiences in Palestine and the 
balancing act of being a diplomat and a conscientious human 
being who cares deeply about the principles of justice and 
equality. 


Perhaps, it is time for the Palestinian leadership to understand 
that groveling at the feet of those who have inherited the San 
Remo Resolution, constructing and sustaining colonial Israel, 
is never and has never been the answer. 


í i Lip +e | i 3 J ; +) a N ĀNA tir È 
Justice is Indivisible lacino alestine I 
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No sincere justice advocate, self-respecting scholar, and 
needless to say, true Muslim, would disagree with the notion 
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that justice is indivisible, a moral doctrine has defined Islam 
and Muslims for fifteen centuries. 


Hating Arabs as a Common Ground: Why Israel’s Coalition 
Government is Likely to Survive 

Knowing of Netanyahu’s anti-Palestinian, anti-peace, and 
anti-international law long legacy, we should have all the 
clarity needed to understand that no just peace can possibly 
be achieved when Netanyahu is still at the helm. 


A Machiavellian Fiasco: How ‘Centrist’ Gantz Resurrected 
Netanyahu, Israel’s Right 

It is ironic that the person who resurrected Israel's political 
‘center’ is the same one who eventually destroyed it. By doing 
so, Gantz has granted Netanyahu a new lease on life and, 
consequently, strengthened the Israeli right’s grip on power 
for years to come. 


Spreading the Virus of Occupation: Spitting as a Weapon in 
the Hand of Colonial Israel 

Israel will never relent without international intervention. 
Without being held accountable, even a deadly virus will 
never alter the habits of a vile military occupation. 


A Palestinian Guide to Surviving a Quarantine: On Faith, 
Humor_and ‘Dutch Candy’ 

And when it’s all over, think of Palestine, for her people have 
been ‘quarantined’ for 71 years and counting. 
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Zionist’ Biden in His Own Words: ‘My Name is Joe Biden, and 
Everybody Knows | Love Israel’ 


Time only cemented Biden’s pro-lsrael’s convictions, leading 


‘to his declaration in ‘April 2007 that he is not a mere supporter 
of Israel — as has become the standard among US politicians 
— but is a Zionist himself. 


Slowly, Palestinians of South America are merging back to 
occupy a center stage in the larger Palestinian stream, not 
only as part and parcel of the collective Palestinian identity 
‘but also as a role model that must be fully understood and 
even emulated. 


The Palestinian Authority has made it crystal clear that its 
violence against dissenting Palestinians is no different than 
Israeli violence targeting any form of resistance, anywhere in 
Palestine. 


What is needed is a fundamental and structural change that 
would emancipate the Palestinian healthcare system from the 
horrific impact of the Israeli occupation. 


Naem’s death will not end resistance in Gaza, as subsequent 
events have demonstrated. Instead, it would further 
accentuate the savagery of Israel as a heartless military 
occupier inthe minds of Palestinians, Arabs, Muslims, and 
anyone who can see through Israeli state-sanctioned lies and 
Propaganda. 


Israelis now find themselves at the cusp of a new era, one 
that is defined by the breakdown of the country’s legal 
system, prolonged political crisis and never-ending social 
instability. 


By Ramzy Baroud A precious moment has been squandered, 
as Palestinian Authority President, Mahmoud Abbas, had the 
chance to right a historical wrong, by reinstating Palestinian 
national priorities at the United Nations Security Council on 
February 11, through a political discourse that is completely 
independent of Washington and its allies. For a long time, 
Abbas [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Khalida Jarrar is a Palestinian feminist, a 
lawyer, educator and an elected parliamentarian. Over the 
years, she came to symbolize Palestinian popular resistance 
in the occupied West Bank, enraging the Israeli occupation 
authorities that arrested her repeatedly. Despite her failing 
health, as she is suffering from multiple ischemic infarctions 
and hypercholesterolemia, the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud A negotiated solution to the ‘Palestinian- 
Israeli conflict’, at least the way envisaged by successive US 
administrations, has failed. Now, Palestinians and their allies 


would have to explore a whole new path of liberation that 
does not go through Washington. It is easy to place all the 
blame on the current US administration, [...] 


By Michael Lescher (These Chains Will Be Broken: 
Palestinian Stories of Struggle and Defiance in Israeli Prisons, 
by Ramzy Baroud, Clarity Press, Inc., 2020) Fyodor 
Dostoevsky wrote that “the degree of civilization in a society 
can be judged by entering its prisons” — an observation 
nowhere more grimly true than in a society whose very [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud After several postponements, US 
President, Donald Trump, has finally revealed the details of 
his Middle East plan, dubbed ‘Deal of the Century’, in a press 
conference in Washington on January 28. Standing 
triumphantly beside Trump, Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, must have surely understood that the timing of 
the announcement, only a few weeks [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Billions of US taxpayers’ dollars will 
continue to be funneled into Israel in the next fiscal year, and 
for many years in the foreseeable future. Republican and 
Democratic Senators have recently ensured just that, passing 
a bill aimed at providing Israel with $3.3 billion in aid every 
year. The Bill, co-sponsored by Democratic Senator [...] 


On Monday, January 20, Clarity Press, Inc. of Atlanta 
announced the launch of These Chains Will Be Broken: 
Palestinian Stories of Struggle and Defiance in Israeli Prisons, 
by Palestinian author and journalist, Ramzy Baroud, and The 
Palestine Chronicle Editorial Team. Bookended by a 
Foreword by Khalida Jarrar Member of the Palestinian 
Legislative Council and an Afterword by [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud A seemingly ordinary news story, 
published in the Israeli newspaper, Haaretz, on January 7, 
shed light on a long-forgotten, yet crucial, subject: Israel's so- 
called “firing zones” in the West Bank. “Israel has impounded 
the only vehicle available to a medical team that provides 
assistance to 1,500 Palestinians living inside an Israeli military 
firing Zone in [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud At long last, Fatou Bensouda, the Chief 
Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) has 
uttered the long-anticipated conclusion that “all the statutory 
criteria under the Rome statute for the opening of an 
investigation (into alleged war crimes in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories) have been met”. Bensouda’s verdict 
has been in the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud At a talk | delivered in Northern England in 
March 2018, | proposed that the best response to falsified 
accusations of anti-Semitism, which are often lobbed against 
pro-Palestinian communities and intellectuals everywhere, is 
to draw even closer to the Palestinian narrative. In fact, my 
| proposal was not meant to be a sentimental [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud “They will run and not grow weary,” is a 
quote from the Bible (Isaiah, 40:41) that adorns the 
homepage of Kairos Palestine. This important document, 
which parallels a similar initiative emanating from South Africa 
during the anti-apartheid struggle years, has come to 
represent the unified voice of the Palestinian Christian 
community everywhere. One [...] 


| By Ramzy Baroud This has been a defining year for Palestine 
and Israel. Despite the usual political stagnation of the 
Palestinian leadership, two factors contributed to making 2019 
particularly eventful and, looking ahead, consequential as 
well: The unprecedented political power struggle in Israel, and 
the total US retreat from its own self-proclaimed role as an 
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By Ramzy Baroud “All attempts at trying to limit UNRWA’s 
mandate or defund it or attack it have failed, and we hope that 
the international community will continue to come to the 
rescue.” These were the words of senior Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO) official, Dr. Hanan Ashrawi, in response to 
the news that the United [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud What is Gaza to us but an Israeli missile, a 
rudimentary rocket, ademolished home, an injured child 
being whisked away by his peers under a hail of bullets? On a 
daily basis, Gaza is conveyed to us as a bloody image ora 
dramatic video, none of which can truly capture [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Three years ago, the United Nations 
Security Council passed Resolution 2334. With fourteen 
members voting in favor and one abstention, the Resolution 
was the equivalent of a political earthquake. Indeed, it was the 
first time in many years that the international body roundly 
condemned Israel for its illegal settlement policies in the 
Occupied Palestinian [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud It was a scandal of the highest caliber. On 
November 23, the senate of the University of Cape Town 
(UCT) in South Africa was practically bullied into reversing an 
earlier decision calling for the academic boycott of Israel. 
While the story may seem relevant in South Africa’s political 


and academic contexts, in [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud It is hardly surprising to see Middle Eastern 
countries at the bottom of the World Press Freedom Index, as 
the worst violators of freedom of the press. But equally 
alarming is the complete polarization of public opinion as a 
result of self-serving media and, bankrolled by rich Arab 
countries, whose only goal is [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Nothing seems to be working for Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who has tried every trick 
in the book to save his political career and avoid a possible 
prison sentence. Nevertheless, for Israel’s longest-serving 
leader, the end is almost certainly nigh. Netanyahu described 
his indictment on charges of fraud, bribery, and breach of [...] 


The US decision to defy international law on settlements is 
not dangerous because it violates international law, for the 
latter has hardly ever been a concern for Washington. 


Nao é de surpreender que o governo dos EUA finalmente 
tenha decretado que os assentamentos judaicos ilegais 
construídos em desafio ao direito internacional são de alguma 
forma “consistentes” com a lei. A política externa dos EUA 
está se aproximando dessa conclusão há algum tempo. 
Desde que se mudou para a Casa Branca em janeiro de 
2017, o presidente Donald Trump desencadeou uma 
reversão total e completa da política externa de seu país em 
relação à Palestina e Israel. 


By Ramzy Baroud 15 years after the passing of Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian people continue to 
reflect on his legacy. Thousands of images of “Abu Ammar” 
have been shared across numerous social media platforms 
remembering a man whose nom de guerre has been affiliated 
with the Palestinian struggle for decades. Arafat’s legacy, 
however, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud An Israeli attack on Gaza was imminent, 
and not because of any provocations by Palestinian groups in 
the besieged, impoverished Gaza Strip. The Israeli military 
escalation was foreseeable because it factors neatly in 
Israel’s contentious political scene. The war was not a 
question of “if’, but “when”. The answer came on November 
12, when [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The release on November 6 of two 
Jordanian nationals, Heba al-Labadi and Abdul Rahman Miri 
from Israeli prisons was a bittersweet moment. The pair were 
finally reunited with their families after harrowing experiences 
in Israel. Sadly, thousands of Palestinian prisoners are still 
denied their freedom, still subjected to all sorts of hardships 


[...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The act of Palestinian activists covering 
their faces during anti-Israeli occupation rallies is an old 
practice that spans decades. The masking of the face, often 
by Kufyias — traditional Palestinian scarves that grew to 
symbolize Palestinian resistance — is far from being a fashion 
statement. Instead, it is a survival technique, without [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Palestine’s Christian population is 
dwindling at an alarming rate. The world’s most ancient 
Christian community is moving elsewhere. And the reason for 
this is Israel. Christian leaders from Palestine and South 
Africa sounded the alarm at a conference in Johannesburg on 
October 15. Their gathering was titled: “The Holy Land: A 
Palestinian Christian Perspective”. [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud n December 2018, 17-year-old Palestinian 
teen, Ayham Sabah, was sentenced by an Israeli military 
court to 35 years in prison for his alleged role in a stabbing 


attack targeting an Israeli soldier in an illegal Jewish 
settlement in the West Bank. Sabah was only 14 years old 
when the alleged attack took place. Another [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The call by Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas for elections in the Occupied Territories is a 
political ploy. There will be no true, democratic elections 
under Abbas’ leadership. The real question is: why did he 
make the call in the first place? On September 26, Abbas took 
on the world’s most important [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud On August 20, Heba Ahmed al-Labadi fell 
into the dark hole of the Israeli legal system, joining 413 
Palestinian prisoners who are currently held in so-called 
administrative detention. On September 26, Heba and seven 
other prisoners declared a hunger strike to protest their 
unlawful detention and horrific conditions in Israeli prisons. 
Among the prisoners is Anmed Ghannam, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The Israeli Apartheid Wall, which is being 
built largely on occupied Palestinian land in the West Bank 
and East Jerusalem, once more underscores the ugliness of 
military occupation. As such, it truly epitomizes the nature of 
Israeli apartheid and also delineates the siege-driven, 
isolationist mentality that dominates the ruling-class thinking 


in Israel. Even years before the establishment [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud On September 16, | visited South Africa, a 
country where many Palestinians have always felt welcomed, 
if not overwhelmed by the degree of genuine and meaningful 
solidarity. While having the honor to address many audiences 
in six, major cities, | have also learned a great deal. An 
important and sobering lesson is that while [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Experience has taught Palestinians not to 
pay heed to Israeli elections. But to every rule, there is an 
exception. Although it is still true that no Israeli Zionist leader 
has ever been kind to the Palestinian people, the dynamics of 
the latest Israeli elections on September 17 are likely to affect 
the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
is moving quickly to alter the political reality in Palestine, and 
facing little or no resistance. On September 10, Netanyahu 
declared his intentions to annex swathes of Palestinian land 
adjacent to the Jordan River, an area that covers 2,400 
square kilometers, or nearly a third of the Occupied West 
Bank. [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud To serve his limited political agenda, Israeli 
Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, may have unwittingly 
unified various resistance groups in the Middle East after 
years of separation and discord. On August 24-25, Netanyahu 
ordered the Israeli army to strike several targets of parties he 
perceives to be allies of Iran in the region. The unprecedented 
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By Ramzy Baroud Israel’s decision to bar two United States 
Democratic Representatives, Ilhan Omar and Rashida Tlaib, 
from entering Israel and visiting Palestine has further exposed 
the belligerent, racist nature of the Israeli government. But our 
understanding of the Israeli decision and the massive 
controversy and discussion it generated should not stop there. 
Palestinians, who have been at the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Jewish Israeli settlers are on a roll as they 
rampage across the occupied Palestinian West Bank. While 
settler violence is part of the daily routine in Palestine, the 
violence of recent weeks is linked directly to the General 
Election in Israel, scheduled to be held on 17 September. The 
previous election, just four months [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud It would be unfair to claim that Palestine 
has not produced great leaders. It has, and Bassam Shakaa, 
the former Mayor of Nablus, who passed away on 22 July at 
the age of 89, was living proof of this. The supposed deficit in 
good Palestinian leadership can be attributed to the fact [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud On July 29, 4-year-old Muhammad Rabi’ 
Elayyan was reportedly summoned for interrogation by the 
Israeli police in occupied Jerusalem. The news, originally 
reported by the official Palestinian news agency, WAFA, was 
later denied by the Israeli police, more than likely in an 
attempt to lessen the impact of the PR disaster that followed. 
The Israelis are not [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Media reports of an impending Israeli war 
on the besieged Gaza Strip are now a regular occurrence. 
The frequency of these reports fluctuates based on Israel’s 
own political landscape. Empirical experience has taught us 
that when Israeli leaders are in trouble, they wage a war on 
Gaza. Now that Israeli Prime Minister [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Seven-year-old Tariq Zabania from Al- 
Khalil (Hebron) was killed on the spot when an Israeli Jewish 
settler ran his car over him on July 15. Little Tariq’s 
photograph, lying face down on the road, was circulated on 


social media. His untimely death is heartbreaking. Tariq’s 
innocent blood must not go in vain. For this to [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Those who are still hoping that the new 
American agenda on Palestine and Israel is temporary, or 
reversible, should abandon this false hope. Washington’s 
complete adoption of Israel's messianic, extremist policies 
regarding Occupied Palestine has been a long time in the 
making. And itis here to stay. Despite the unmistakable clarity 
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By Ramzy Baroud Europe’s “Scramble for Africa” began in 
earnest in 1881, but never ended. The attempt at dominating 
the continent using old and new strategies continues to define 
the western relationship with this rich continent. This reality 
was further validated when | arrived in Nairobi, Kenya on 23 
June. Although my objective was to address various [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Calls for the annexation of the Occupied 
West Bank are gaining momentum in both Tel Aviv and 
Washington. But Israel and its American allies should be 
careful what they wish for. Annexing the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories will only reinforce the current rethink of the 
Palestinian strategy, as opposed to solving Israel's self- 
induced [...] 
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By Ramzy Baroud The United Nations’ World Refugee Day, 
observed annually on June 20, should not merely represent a 
reminder of “the courage, strength and determination of 
‘women, men and children who are forced to flee their 
homeland under threat of persecution, conflict and violence.” 
It should also be an opportunity for the international 
community to truly [...] 
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By Ramzy Baroud In a TV interview on June 2, on the news 
docuseries “Axios” on the HBO channel, Jared Kushner 
opened up regarding many issues, in which his ‘Deal of the 
Century’ was a prime focus. The major revelation made by 
Kushner, President Donald Trump’s adviser and son-in-law, 
was least surprising. Kushner believes that [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The Chief Military Advocate General of the 
Israeli army, Sharon Afek, and the US Department of Defense 
General Counsel, Paul Ney, shared a platform atthe 
‘International Conference on the Law of Armed Conflict’, 
which took place in Herzliya, Israel between May 28-30. Their 
panel witnessed some of the most misconstrued 
interpretations of international [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Palestinian groups, Fatah, Hamas and 
others should not confine themselves to merely rejecting the 
Trump Administration's so-called ‘Deal of the Century’. 
Instead, they should use their resistance to the new 
American-lsraeli plot as an opportunity to unify their ranks. 
Leaked details of the ‘Deal of the Century’ confirm 
Palestinians’ worst fears: the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Rim Banna, a famous Palestinian singer 
who translated Palestine’s most moving poetry into song, 
passed away last March at the age of 51. Banna captured the 
struggle for Palestinian freedom in the most dignified and 
melodious ways. If we could imagine angels singing, they 
would sound like her. When Banna died, all Palestinians 
mourned [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud On May 4, Israel launched a series of 
deadly airstrikes on the besieged Gaza Strip, prompting a 
response from various resistance groups. At least 25 
Palestinians were killed and nearly 200 people wounded in 
the Israeli attacks. Four Israelis were also killed by Palestinian 
rockets. The clashes were instigated by Israel, when the 
Israeli military [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The International Conference on Palestine 
held in Istanbul between April 27-29 brought together many 
speakers and hundreds of academics, journalists, activists 
and students from Turkey and all over the world. The 
Conference was a rare opportunity aimed at articulating a 
discourse of international solidarity that is both inclusive and 
forward thinking. There was a [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud A recent statement made by the outgoing 
French Ambassador to the US regarding the nature of Israeli 
apartheid accentuates a larger ailment that has afflicted the 
European Union foreign policy. The EU is simply gutless 
when it comes to confronting Israel's illegal occupation of 
Palestine. Ambassador Gerard Araud was, of course, right 


Eas] 


By Ramzy Baroud As the 300-foot spire of the Notre Dame 
Cathedral in Paris tragically came tumbling down on live 
television, my thoughts ventured to Nuseirat Refugee Camp, 
my childhood home in the Gaza Strip. Then, also on 
television, | watched as asmall bulldozer hopelessly clawed 
through the rubble of my neighborhood mosque. | grew [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud So, what have we learned from the Israeli 
legislative elections on April 9? A whole lot. To start with, 
don't let such references as the “tight race” between Israeli 


Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, and his main rival, 
Benny Gantz, fool you. Yes, Israelis are divided on some 
issues that are particular to [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The current violence targeting Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli jails dates back to January 2. It was then 
that Israel’s Public Security Minister, Gilad Erdan declared 
that the “party is over.” “Every so often, infuriating pictures 
appear of cooking in the terrorist wings. This party is coming 
to an end,” Erdan was quoted [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The aims of the Great March of Return 
protests, which began in Gaza on March 30 last year, are to 
put an end to the suffocating Israeli siege and implement the 
right of return for Palestinian refugees who were expelled 
from their homes and towns in historic Palestine 70 years 
ago. But [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Political commentators sympathetic to the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) and the Fatah Movement, in 
particular, fanned out as soon as the news was announced of 
Mohammad Shtayyeh’s appointment as the new Palestinian 
Prime Minister. It is no surprise to witness this gush of support 
and enthusiasm, for Shtayyeh is a Fatah man, par excellence. 


[...] 


By Ramzy Baroud More US measures have been taken in 
recent weeks to cement the Israeli position further and isolate 
the Palestinian Authority (PA), before the official unveiling of 
President Donald Trump’s so-called ‘deal of the century’. But 
while attention is focused on spiteful US actions, little time has 
been spent discussing the PA’s responses, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Immediately after Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu allied with the fringe political group, 
Otzma Yehudit (Jewish Power), a widespread outrage 
ensued. The anger did not emanate only from the Center, Left 
and Arab parties, but from some in the Right as well. Even the 
pro-Israel lobby in the US, known for its [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud On February 18, members of extremist 
Jewish groups raided the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in 
Occupied Al-Quds (Jerusalem). They clashed with Palestinian 
worshippers, as the settlers attempted to shut down the gate 
of Al-Aqsa itself. The clashes involved the Israeli army and 
police as well, who opened fire and brutally assaulted 
Palestinians, leading to scores of injuries. [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Five years after spearheading what is 
inaptly referred to as a ‘government of national reconciliation’, 
Palestinian Prime Minister, Rami Hamdallah, has finally 
resigned. “We put our government at the disposal of President 


Mahmoud Abbas, and we welcome the recommendations of 
the Fatah Central Committee to form a new government,” 
Hamdallah tweeted, shortly [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The ‘State of Palestine’ has officially been 
handed the Chairmanship of the G-77, the United Nations 
largest block. This is particularly significant considering the 
relentless Israeli-American plotting to torpedo Palestinian 
push for greater international recognition and legitimacy. It is 
now conclusive that the main mission for former United States 


Ambassador to the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The game is afoot. Israel, believe it or not, 
is demanding that seven Arab countries and Iran should pay 
$250 billion as compensation for what it claims was the 
forceful expulsion of Jews from Arab countries during the late 
1940s. The events that Israel cites allegedly occurred at a 
time when Zionist Jewish militias [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud “A historic mistake” is how Israeli Prime 
Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu responded to calls for early 
elections last November. A few weeks later, he spoke, in 
exaggerated confidence of the “unanimous” agreement of his 
right-wing coalition that early elections must be held next 
April. So why the change of heart? Netanyahu may not be a 
good leader, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Bahia Amawai is a US citizen and Texas- 
based language specialist who helps autistic and speech- 
impaired children overcome their impairment. Despite the 
essential and noble nature of her work, she was fired by the 
Pflugerville Independent School District, which serves the 
‘Austin area. Every year, Amawai signs an annual contract 
that allows her to carry [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud An eerie video of a photo of one “Hajj 
Jamal Ghalaini” with a prayer on a backing track pops up 
occasionally on Facebook. The voice is that of an allegedly 
religious sheikh, praying for the well-being of the man in the 
photo for saving the Palestinian refugee youth of Lebanon by 
facilitating [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud How does one explain Canada’s 
contradictory foreign policy regarding Palestine and Israel? 
On December 4, Secretary General of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO), Saeb Erekat, praised 
Canada’s commitment not to follow the footsteps of the US 
Donald Trump Administration by transferring its embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. But there is little [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud When Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, ordered his army to carry out a limited operation 
in the besieged Gaza Strip on November 12, he certainly did 
not anticipate that his military adventure would destabilize his 
government and threaten the very survival of his right-wing 
coalition. But it did, far more than the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The botched Israeli military operation in the 
Gaza Strip on 12 November is delineating Tel Aviv’s failure to 
utilize its army as a tool to achieve Palestinian political 
concessions. Now that Palestinian popular resistance has 
gone global through the exponential rise and growing success 
of the Boycott, Divestment and Sanction (BDS) movement, 


[...] 


Right-wing Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, is 
escalating his war on the Palestinian people, although for 
reasons almost entirely related to Israeli politics. He has just 
given the green light to legislation that would make it easier 
for Israeli courts to issue death sentences against 
Palestinians accused of carrying out ‘terrorist’ acts. 
Netanyahu’s decision was [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud When Israeli troops stormed the house of 
Palestinian parliamentarian and lawyer Khalida Jarrar on April 
2, 2015, she was engrossed in her research. For months, she 


had been leading a Palestinian effort to take Israel to the 
International Criminal Court (ICC). Her research on that very 
evening was related directly to the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Several Palestinian students, along with 
teachers and officials, were wounded in the Israeli army 
attack on a school south of Nablus in the West Bank on 15 
October. The students of Al- Sawiya Al-Lebban Mixed School 
were challenging an Israeli military order to shut down their 
school based on the ever-versatile accusation [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud US Ambassador to the UN, Nikki Haley, 
has made her post a “more glamorous” position than her 
predecessors — as President Donald Trump described Haley’s 
2-year term at the UN, following her resignation 
announcement. We may never know the nature of Haley’s 
purported ‘glamour’ at the UN, but we certainly know that, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud As the frail body of 12-year-old Nassir Al- 
Mosabeh fell to the ground on Friday, September 28, history 
was repeating itself most tragically. Little Nassir was not just 
another number, a ‘martyr to be exalted by equally poor 
refugees in Gaza, or vilified by Israel and its tireless hasbara 
machine. He was much [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The US government's decision to slash 
funds provided to the UN agency that cares for Palestinian 
refugees, UNRWA, is part of a new American-lsraeli strategy 
aimed at redefining the rules of the game altogether. As a 
result, UNRWA is experiencing its worst financial crisis. The 
gap inits Bai is estimated at [...] 


By Jim Miles AE, Baroud. The Last Earth: A Paecinan 
Story. London: Pluto Press, 2018. Order it now) The Last 
Earth is a masterful weaving of personal stories into the full 
tapestry of a people, of individuals, torn from their homes and 
homeland. Itis the kind of history not bound up in sequential 
dates, political [...] 
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Maintaining one’s dignity while living a dismal existence in a 
refugee camp is not an easy feat. My parents fought hard to 
spare us the daily humiliations that come with living in 
Nuseirat — Gaza’s largest refugee camp. But when | turned 
six, and joined the UNRWA-run Nuseirat Elementary School 
for Boys, there was no [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Like vultures, Israeli soldiers descended on 
Khan Al-Ahmar, on Sep. 14, recreating a menacing scene 
with which the residents of this small Palestinian village, 
located East of Jerusalem, are all-too-familiar. The strategic 
location of Khan Al-Ahmar makes the story behind the 
imminent Israeli demolition of the peaceful village unique amid 


the ongoing [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Yossi Beilin is back. This unrepentant 
Israeli ‘peacemaker’ is like the mythical phoenix, continually 
resurrecting from its ashes. In a recent article in Al-Monitor, 
Beilin wrote in support of the idea of a confederation between 
Israel and Palestine. A confederation “could prevent the need 
to evacuate settlers and allow those interested to live in [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Israel wants to change the rules of the 
game entirely. With unconditional support from the Trump 
Administration, Tel Aviv sees a golden opportunity to redefine 
what has, for decades, constituted the legal and political 
foundation for the so-called ‘Palestinian-Israeli conflict.’ While 
US President Donald Trump’s foreign policy has, thus far, 
been erratic [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Hanan al-Khoudari resorted to Facebook in 
a cry for help when Israeli authorities rejected her request to 
accompany her three-year-old son, Louay, to his 
chemotherapy treatment in East Jerusalem. The boy is 
suffering from an ‘aggressive soft tissue sarcoma’. Israeli 
authorities then justified their decision based on a vague claim 
that one [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud When Mike Treen, the national director of 
the Unite Union in New Zealand, arrived at the airport in the 
capital, Auckland, on 1 August, a group of people was 
anxiously waiting for him at the terminal with Palestinian flags 
and flowers. They hugged him, chanted for Palestinian 
freedom and performed the customary native [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The father of 11-year-old, Abdul Rahman 
Nofal contacted me, asking for help. His son was shot in the 
leg during Gaza’s ‘Great March of Return’ protests. The 
Strip’s dilapidated health care system could not save the little 
boy’s leg, as it was later amputated. His father, Yamen, 
himself a young man from the Buraij [...] 

| By Ramzy Baroud The head of the Arab Joint List Alliance at 
the Israeli Knesset (Parliament), Aymen Odeh, described the 
passing of the racist Jewish Nation-state Law as “the death of 
our democracy.” Did Odeh truly believe that, prior to this law, 


he had lived in a true democracy? 70 years of Israeli Jewish 
supremacy, genocide, ethnic cleansing, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud “In my four years as High Commissioner, | — 
have heard many preposterous claims. That claim is almost in 
its own category of absurdity. Have you no shame, sir, have 


you no shame? We are not fools.” These were some of the 
remarks made by outgoing United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Donald Trump's ‘deal of the century’ will 
fail. Palestinians will not exchange their 70-year long struggle 
for freedom for Jared Kushner’s cash; nor will Israel accept 
even if there is a demilitarized Palestinian state in the West 
Bank. The order of that anticipated failure is likely to go 
something like this: the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud This past May, the United States Attorney 
General, Jeff Sessions, announced the government’s ‘zero 
tolerance’ policy at US border crossings. It was a matter of 
weeks before the new policy began yielding tragic outcomes. 
Those attempting to unlawfully cross into the US were subject 
to federal criminal prosecution, while their children were [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud What is taking place in Palestine is not a 
‘conflict’. We readily utilize the term but, in fact, the word 
‘conflict’ is misleading. It equates oppressed Palestinians with 
Israel, a military power that stands in violation of numerous 
United Nations Resolutions. It is these ambiguous 
terminologies that allow the likes of United [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud June 5, 2018, marks the 51st anniversary 
of the Israeli occupation of East Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and Gaza. But, unlike the massive popular mobilization that 
preceded the anniversary of the Nakba — the catastrophic 
destruction of Palestine in 1948 — on 15 May the anniversary 
of the occupation is hardly generating equal mobilization. The 
unsurprising death of the ‘peace [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud On 20 February, | embarked on a global 
book tour that has, thus far, taken me to eight nations. The 
main theme of all my talks in various cultural, academic and 
media platforms was the pressing need to refocus the 
discussion on Palestine on the struggle, aspirations, and 
history of the Palestinian [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud 60 Palestinians were killed in Gaza on May 
15, simply for protesting and demanding their Right of Return 
as guaranteed by international law. 50 more were killed since 
March 30, the start of the ‘Great March of Return’, which 
marks Land Day. Nearly 10,000 have been wounded and 
maimed in between these [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud When Google Earth was launched in 2001, 
| rushed immediately to locate a village that no longer exists 
on a map, which now delineates a whole different reality. 
Although | was born and raised in a Gaza refugee camp, and 


then moved to and lived in the United States, finding a village 


[...] 


This is the story of four Palestinian peasants who have been 

dead and buried for many years, but whose legacy continues 
to define the collective aspirations of a whole nation. Itis also 
the story of a village that was erased from existence 70 years 
ago. The peasants are my grandparents, and the village of 


[...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The Gaza border protests must be 
understood in the context of the Israeli Occupation, the siege 
and the long-delayed ‘Right of Return’ for Palestinian 
refugees. However, they should also be appreciated in a 
parallel context: Palestine’s own factionalism and infighting. 
Factionalism in Palestinian society is a deep-rooted ailment 
that has, for decades, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Three more Palestinians were killed and 
611 wounded last Friday, when tens of thousands of Gazans 
continued their largely non-violent protests at the Gaza-lsrael 
border. Yet as the casualty count keeps climbing — nearly 45 
dead and over 5,500 wounded -— the deafening silence also 
continues. Tellingly, many of those who long [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Albert Einstein, along with other Jewish 
luminaries, including Hannah Arendt, published a letter in the 
New York Times on December 4, 1948. That was only a few 
months after Israel had declared its independence and as 
hundreds of Palestinian villages were being actively 
demolished after their inhabitants were expelled. The letter 
denounced Israel's newly-founded [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The term ‘media bias’ does not do justice 
to the western corporate media’s relationship with Israel and 
Palestine. The relationship is, indeed, far more profound than 
mere partiality. It is not ignorance, either. It is a calculated and 
long-term campaign, aimed at guarding Israel and demonizing 
Palestinians. The current disgraceful coverage of [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Why did Israel kill many unarmed Gaza 
protesters and wound over 2,000 on Friday, March 30 and on 
the following days, when they clearly posed no threat to Israeli 
soldiers? Hundreds of Israeli soldiers, many of them snipers, 
were deployed to the deadly buffer zone that the Israeli army 
has created between [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Rim Banna passed away at the age of 51. 
Her death on March 24, after a decade-long battle with 
cancer, brought grief to Palestinians everywhere. Rim, a 
Palestinian Christian from Nazareth, united the Palestinian 


people across political and geographic divides. When she 
sang for the Homeland, nothing mattered but Palestine. 
Christians and [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The “deal of the century” is a farce. We 
suspected that, of course, but, upon his return from 
Washington, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
revealed in more detail why the long-anticipated plan of the 
administration of US President Donald Trump has no basis in 
reality. Netanyahu told his Cabinet that there are [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud While on his way to the besieged Gaza 
Strip last week, two 33-pound bombs targeted the convoy of 
Palestinian Authority Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah. 
Hamdallah was visiting Gaza, through the Israeli border 
checkpoint Erez, to open a large sewage treatment plant that, 
if allowed to operate regularly, will make life easier for [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud If scandal-plagued Israeli Prime Minister, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, exits his country’s political scene today, 
who is likely to replace him? And what does this mean as far 
as Israel's Occupation of Palestine is concerned? Netanyahu, 
who is currently being charged with multiple cases of 
corruption, misuse of government funds and public office, has, 


P| 


By Ramzy Baroud As global voices continue to demand the 
freedom of 17-year-old teenage Palestinian girl, Ahed Tamimi, 
Israeli authorities have arrested nine additional members of 
her family. Those who were detained on February 26 include 
Ahed’s 15-year-old cousin, Mohammed Tamimi. Israeli troops 
had shot Mohammed in the head last December, shattering 
his skull. The teenager, who is [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud In an article published in Al-Monitor without 
a single verifiable citation, Israeli journalist, Shlomi Eldar, 
went to unprecedented lengths to divert attention from the 
corruption in his country. He spoke of Palestinian journalists — 
all speaking on condition of anonymity — who “applauded” and 
“admired” Israeli media coverage of corruption scandals 
surrounding [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud As soon as Virgin Atlantic Airlines 
introduced a couscous-style salad “inspired by the flavours of 
Palestine”, a controversy ensued. Israel’s supporters ignited a 
social media storm and sent many complaints to the 
company, obliging the airline to remove the reference to 
Palestine. In the Zionist narrative, Palestine does not exist — 


nor [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Despite massive sums of money spent to 
channel public opinion in the United States in favor of Israel, 
unmistakable trends in opinion polls are attesting to the 
changing dynamics of Israel’s support among ordinary 
Americans. Not only is Israel losing its support and overall 
appeal among large sections of American society, but [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud For a brief historical moment, Alexis 
Tsipras and his political party, Syriza, ignited hope that 
Greece could resurrect a long-dormant Leftist tide in Europe. 
A new Greece was being born out of the pangs of pain of 
economic austerity, imposed by the European Union and its 
overpowering economic institutions — a troika [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Not a day passes without a prominent 
Israeli politician or intellectual making an outrageous 
statement against Palestinians. Many of these statements 
tend to garner little attention or evoke rightly deserved 
outrage. Just recently, Israel's Minister of Agriculture, Uri 
Ariel, called for more death and injuries on Palestinians in 
Gaza. “What is this [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The Israeli government is planning a series 
of measures aimed at fully denying Palestinians their legal 
rights in Jerusalem and precluding any future peace 
settlement based on sharing the city between Israel and a 


future Palestinian state. One of the most aggressive 
measures to date is a bill that was approved by [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud 2017 will be remembered as the year that 
the so-called ‘peace process’, at least in its American 
formulation, has ended. And with its demise, a political 
framework that has served as the foundation for US foreign 
policy in the Middle East has also collapsed. The Palestinian 
leadership and its Arab and international [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Now that the American mask has 
completely fallen, Palestinians require an urgent rethink in 
their own political priorities, alliances and national liberation 
strategy. Business should not go on as usual after US 
President Donald Trump accepted Israel’s definition of 
Jerusalem as its capital, thus violating the overwhelming 
international consensus on the matter. [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud When | learned of the death of Kamal Al- 
Assar a few years ago, | was baffled. He was only in his 40s. | 
remember him in his prime, a young rebel, leading the 
neighborhood youth, armed with rocks and slingshots, ina 
hopeless battle against the Israeli army. Understandably, we 
lost, but [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Finally, US President Donald Trump pulled 
the plug. The so-called peace process, two-state solution, 
‘land-for-peace formula’ and all the other tired clichés have 
been long dead and decomposing. But Trump’s 
announcement on Wednesday to officially recognize 
Jerusalem as capital of Israel has also laid to rest the illusion 
that the US was [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud On November 18, just days before the 50th 
anniversary of United Nations Resolution 242, the US State 
Department took its first step towards severing its ties with the 
Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO). The timing of this 
decision could not be any more profound. The first formal 
contact between the US and the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud In a recent talk before Chatham House 
think-tank in London, Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, approached the issue of a Palestinian state from 
an intellectual perspective. Before we think of establishing a 
Palestinian state, he mused, “it is time we reassessed 
whether the modern model we have of sovereignty, and 
unfettered sovereignty, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Whether the string of scandals, now 
hounding Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, lead to 


his sacking or not, it matters little. Though nearly half of 
Israelis polled last July — well before the scandals took a 
much dirtier turn — believe that Netanyahu is corrupt, a 
majority of Israelis said that they [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The postponing of an Israeli Knesset bill 
that would have annexed major illegal Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank to the Jerusalem municipality is the result of 
behind-the-scenes US and, possibly, European pressure. But 
the story of the so-called “Greater Jerusalem law” does not 
end there. Israel wants to maintain an absolute demographic 


[...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Arthur James Balfour’s wrote 84 words that 
sealed the fate of the Palestinian people by ultimately 
displacing most of them from their historical homeland to live 
in permanent exile. “His Majesty’s government view with 
favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for 
the Jewish people, and will use their best [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Israeli footprints are becoming more 
apparent in the US security apparatus. Such a fact does not 
bode well for ordinary Americans. US Senate Bill S.720 
should have been a wake-up call. The Bill, drafted by the 
Israel lobby group, American Israel Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC), as part of its “2017 Lobbying Agenda” is [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The reconciliation agreement signed 
between rival Palestinian parties, Hamas and Fatah, in Cairo 
on October 12 was not a national unity accord — at least, not 
yet. For the latter to be achieved, the agreement would have 
to make the interests of the Palestinian people a priority, 
above factional agendas. The leadership [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Egypt's enthusiasm to arbitrate between 
feuding Palestinian factions, Hamas and Fatah, is not the 
outcome of a sudden awakening of conscience. Cairo has, in 
fact, played a destructive role in manipulating Palestinian 
division to its favor, while keeping the Rafah border crossing 
under lock and key. However, the Egyptian leadership is 
Clearly [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Some promises are made and kept; others 
disavowed. But the ‘promise’ made by Arthur James Balfour 
in what became known as the ‘Balfour Declaration’ to the 


leaders of the Zionist Jewish community in Britain one 
hundred years ago, was only honored in part: it established a 
state for the Jews and attempted [...] 


This is a history of modern Palestine like no other: built from 
the testimony of people who have lived through it. Ramzy 
Baroud here gathers accounts from countless Palestinians 
from all walks of life, and from throughout the decades, to tell 
the story of the nation and its struggle for independence and 
security. Challenging both [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud BDS stands for ‘Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions’. The BDS Movement was the outcome of several 
events that shaped the Palestinian national struggle and 
international solidarity with the Palestinian people following 
the Second Uprising (Intifada) in 2000. Building on a decades- 
long tradition of civil disobedience and popular resistance, 
and invigorated by growing international [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud There is a great irony in the fact that Israel 
is seeking a seat at the United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC). Since its establishment atop the ruins of Palestinian 
cities and villages in 1948, Israel has had the most precarious 
relationship with the world’s largest international body. It has 
desperately sought to [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud “At bedtime, | am afraid to turn the lights 
off. | am not a coward, it is just that | worry that this bulb 
hanging from the ceiling is the last light that remains (shining) 
in my life.” Soon after he penned these words, Moath Alhaj, a 


young artist from a Gaza refugee [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud On August 1, the Palestinian Bedouin 
village of Al-Arageeb was destroyed for the 116th time. As 
soon as Israeli bulldozers finished their ugly deed and soldiers 
began evacuating the premises, the village resident 
immediately began rebuilding their homes. 22 families, or 
about 101 residents, are estimated to live here. By now, they 
are [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud There is something immoral in Washington 
D.C., and its consequences can be dire for many people, 
particularly for the health of US democracy. The US 
government is declaring war on the Palestinian Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement. The fight to 
defeat BDS has been ongoing for several years, but most 
notably [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud “We have made mutual efforts with our 
brothers in Hamas to restore hope for Gaza’s heroic people,” 
Mohammed Dahlan told Palestinian lawmakers gathering in 
Gaza on Thursday, July 27. He spoke via satellite from his 
current exile in the United Arab Emirates. The audience 
clapped. True, Gaza has been pushed to the brink of [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Neither Fatah nor Hamas have been of 
much relevance to the mass protests staged around Al-Aqsa 
Mosque compound in Jerusalem. Neither have American 
pressure, half-hearted European ‘concern about the situation’ 
or cliché Arab declarations made one iota of difference. 
United Nations officials warned of the grim scenarios of 
escalation, but their statements were mere [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Early October 2016, Misbah Abu Sbeih left 
his wife and five children at home and then drove to an Israeli 
police station in Occupied Palestinian East Jerusalem. The 
39-year-old Jerusalemite was scheduled to hand himself over 
to serve a term of 4 months in jail for, allegedly, trumped up 
charges of ‘trying [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Two officers sought me from within a 
crowd at the Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. They 
seemed to know who | was. They asked me to follow them, 
and | obliged. Being of Arab background, often renders one’s 
citizenship almost irrelevant. In a back room, where other 
foreigners, mainly Muslims, were holed for ‘added [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Mohammed Abed is a 28-year-old taxi 
driver from the village of Qarara, near the town of Khan 
Younis in the Gaza Strip. He has no teeth. Lack of medical 


care and proper dentistry work cost him all of his teeth, which 
rotted and decayed at a very young age. Yet, his dire [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The United States Ambassador to the 
United Nations, Nikki Haley, seems to be championing a 
single cause: Israel. When Haley speaks about Israel, her 
language is not merely emotive nor tailored to fit the need of a 
specific occasion. Rather, her words are resolute, consistent 
and are matched by aclear plan [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud There is a saying that goes: “Be careful 
what you wish for, for you may get it.” This has been Israel's 
dilemma from the very beginning. The Zionist movement, 
which held its first conference in Basel, Switzerland 120 years 
ago, wanted Palestine but not the Palestinians. They 
achieved this objective 50 years [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud As if he has, overnight, been transformed 
into a master politician, Donald Trump’s 27-hour trip to Israel 
has left many analysts mystified. Quoting former Israeli 
political adviser, Mitchell Barack, the New York Times referred 
to Trump as the “Liberace of world leaders”, in reference to 
flamboyant, piano player, Wladziu Valantino Liberace. The 
latter, Known [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Bat-Hen Epstein Elias’s long article on 
lranian Jews is interesting. Parts of it, in fact, are 
heartwarming. Yet, despite the lack of any serious evidence, 
the story is entirely framed in the language of fear. Entitled, 
“All the Jews there live in fear that their telephones are 
tapped,” the story in ‘Israel [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud — Al Jazeera At 76, Tamam lives in the 
same refugee camp to which her family fled after their exile 
from Palestine during the Nakba in 1948. At least 750,000 
Palestinians were ethnically cleansed between 1947 and 
1948, as more than 500 Palestinian villages and towns were 
demolished to make room for Jewish [...] 


Ramzy Baroud Israel ha recurrido principalmente a tres 
estrategias para reprimir las demandas de Palestina de 
justicia y derechos humanos, incluido el derecho al retorno de 
los refugiados. Una de ellas es reescribir la historia; otra 
intentar distraer la atención de las realidades presentes; y la 
tercera intenta reclamar la historia palestina como una 
versión [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The Israeli Knesset (parliament) has 
hurriedly passed a new bill that defines Israel as the “national 
home of the Jewish people.” Although the association 


between Jewishness and Israel goes back to the foundation 
of the state, the new law also carries clear discriminatory 
elements that target the country’s Arab communities, 
numbering nearly [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Now that the Palestinian Islamic 
Movement, Hamas, has officially changed its Charter, one 
should not immediately assume that the decision is, in itself, 
an act of political maturity. Undoubtedly, Hamas’ first Charter, 
which was released to the public in August 1988, reflected a 
degree of great intellectual dearth and political naivete. “Allah 


[...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Gaza is the world’s largest open air prison. 
The West Bank is a prison, too, segmented into various 
wards, known as areas A, B and C. In fact, all Palestinians 
are subjected to varied degrees of military restrictions. At 
some level, they are all prisoners. East Jerusalem is cut off 
from the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Israel has resorted to three main strategies 
to suppress Palestinian calls for justice and human rights, 
including the Right of Return for refugees. One is dedicated to 
rewriting history; another attempts to distract from present 
realities altogether and a third aims at reclaiming the 
Palestinian narrative as essentially an Israeli one. The [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud For Palestinians, 2017 is a year of 
significant anniversaries. While historians mark May 15th as 
the anniversary of the date on which Palestinians were 
expelled from their historic homeland in 1948, the fact is the 
ethnic cleansing of the Palestinians began in earnest in 1947. 
In strict historical terms 1947 and ‘48 [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Once more, the Arab Peace Initiative of 
2002 is taking center stage. Palestinian Authority (PA) 
President Mahmoud Abbas insisted during his speech before 
the recently-concluded Arab League Summit in Jordan, that 
the Initiative is the only solution on the table; asserting that it 
will not be changed or even tweaked. But why [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The Israeli state has violated international 
law more than any other country, yet has rarely, if ever, been 
held accountable for crimes and misconduct. Israel’s 
successful public relation campaigns through the ever-willing 
western media partners, coupled with the relentless work and 
pressure carried out by its powerful backers in Washington 
DC, London, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud “We must look back twenty-five years to 
realize how far Israel has fallen in world support,” wrote famed 
Jewish scholar, Harvard sociologist, Nathan Glazer in 1976. 
In the last forty years since Glazer wrote his piece, which was 
uncovered and transmitted by Philip Weiss, Israel's global 
support has fallen much further. The [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Mere days after Donald Trump won the US 
presidential election, American Zionists moved quickly to 
ensure that Israeli interests were fully guarded by the new 
administration. The Zionist Organization of America wasted 
no time, hobnobbing with notorious racists, also known for 
their anti-Jewish agendas. ZOA’s annual gala on November 
20 hosted none other [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud At a glance, Israel appears a true 
democracy. Take acloser look and that facade of democracy 
will soon dissipate, turning into something else entirely. 
Tuesday 28 February was one of those moments. The chain 
of events was as follows: An official Israeli State Comptroller 
issued another report on the Israeli government's [...] 


President Trump has offered mixed signals about precisely 
what his attitude toward the Israeli-Palestinian conflict will be, 
but Palestinians see little prospects for meaningful 
improvement, reports Dennis J Bernstein. By Dennis J 


Bernstein Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s recent 
visit to Washington reaffirmed one thing in terms of 
U.S./Israeli relations: that not much will change [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The President of the United States can 
hardly be taken seriously, saying much but doing little. His 
words, often offensive, carry no substance, and it is 
impossible to summarize his complex political outlook about 
important issues. This is precisely the type of American 
presidency that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
prefers. However, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Within days of US President Donald Trump 
being sworn in, the Israeli government announced the 
approval of around 2,500 new housing units. Within the first 
two weeks of Trump’s presidency, the number of new housing 
units, all to be built illegally on Palestinian land, was raised to 
5,500, including the first brand [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Those who don't learn from history are 
doomed to repeat it. Newly inaugurated US President Donald 
Trump is about to do just that, reversing an historical course 
that has been in the making for one hundred years. The 
inexperienced, demagogic politician hardly understands the 
danger that lies in his decision to move [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud No, it was not just ‘another Middle East 
peace conference,’ as a columnist in Israeli ‘Jerusalem Post’ 
attempted to depict the Paris Peace Conference held on 
January 15, with top official representations from 70 countries 
attending. If it was, indeed, just ‘another peace conference’, 
representatives from the Israeli government and the 
‘Palestinian [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud — Al Jazeera Newly inaugurated US 
President Donald Trump is about to reverse an historical 
course that has been in the making for 100 years. The 
inexperienced, demagogic politician hardly understands the 
danger that lies in his decision to move the American 
embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. If he goes through [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud For a long time, the Israeli hasbara 
(propaganda) machine proved to be the best in the world. It 
had no real competition as the official Israeli discourse 
presented the world with a highly inaccurate version of reality 
and in doing so, managed to sustain and feed misconceptions 
for decades. These efforts worked [...] 
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By Ramzy Baroud For some, the ‘manslaughter’ conviction — 
following the murder by Israeli army medic, Elor Azaria, of 
already incapacitated Palestinian man, Fattah al-Sharif — is 
finally settling a protracted debate regarding where Israelis 
stand on Palestinian human rights. Nearly 70 percent of the 
Israeli public supports calls to pardon the convicted soldier, 


[...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Long before December 28, when Secretary 
of State, John Kerry took the podium at the Dean Acheson 
Auditorium in Washington DC to pontificate on the uncertain 
future of the two-state solution and the need to save Israel 
from itself, the subject of a Palestinian state has been 
paramount. In fact, unlike common [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Israel is dizzy. January 20th has been like 
another Christmas Day and Donald Trump is jolly old Santa 
Claus bearing gifts. The writing is already on the wall as 
President-elect Trump has appointed an extremist, David 
Friedman, as the next US Ambassador to Israel who intends 
to relocate the US Embassy from [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud There is no doubt that the UN Security 
Council condemnation of Israel on Friday was an important 
and noteworthy event. True, the United Nations’ main 


chambers (the Security Council and the General Assembly) 
and its various institutions, ranging from the International 
Court of Justice to the UN cultural agency, UNESCO, have 
repeatedly [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud On 12 December, the British government 
officially adopted a new definition of anti-Semitism that 
includes legitimate criticism of Israel. The definition was 
adopted earlier in the year by pro-Israeli group IHRA, 
although it was considered but abandoned by the European 
anti-racism agency in 2005. It is a rather dangerous move 
which will [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud After years of holding the Palestinian 
struggle hostage to their factional-feud, the current enemy of 
Palestinian unity today is not just the Fatah-Hamas dispute. 
According to Mouin Rabbani, writing in Al Jazeera, another 
pressing problem is the power struggle within Fatah itself. It is 
unfortunate that the Palestinian leadership often substitutes 
its failure [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud In July 2003, the then Palestinian Authority 
Chairman, Yasser Arafat, described Mahmoud Abbas as a 
“traitor” who “betrayed the interests of the Palestinian People.” 
Arafat loathed Abbas to the very end. This particular outburst 
was made during a meeting with United Nations envoy Terje 
Larsen. The meeting took place a few months after [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The Palestine Solidarity Campaign has 
designated the week, November 25 to December 3, as the 
‘biggest-ever campaign’ aimed at boycotting Israeli products 
and those of companies that contribute to the Israeli military 
‘occupation of Palestine. In a recently issued press release, 
the civil society-led group highlighted “99 actions that will take 
place [...] 


Palestinian author and journalist, Ramzy Baroud argued ina 

piece published today in Al Jazeera that the International Day 
of Solidarity with the Palestinian People must be reclaimed by 
civil society and people everywhere. “Although November 29 

has galvanized pro-Palestinian communities around the world 
for decades, a few facts and problems about this day must 
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‘we On Palestine, Obama and Trump Are All the Same — 

By Ramzy Baroud There are only a few weeks standing | 
between us and January 20, when United States President- 
elect Donald Trump becomes ‘President Trump’. But many 
are still clinging onto some hope, however desperate, that this 
period of time, albeit rather short, will bring about a sea 
change. One of these persisting hopes is that [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Fear and trepidation are slowly building up, 
as US President-elect, Donald Trump, is fortifying his 
transitional team with people capable of bringing about a 
nightmare scenario, not only for Americans but for the rest of 
the world, as well. For Palestinians, however, the signs are 
even more ominous. From former New York [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud In a succession of events that indicated 
major coordination between various Israeli government 
offices, Jewish settler groups and the municipality of 
Jerusalem, Israel recently moved to outlaw the Muslim call for 
prayer, first in Jerusalem, then in other Arab areas inside 
Israel. This move was clearly aimed at literally and figuratively 
silencing [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud As | was growing up, | was always 
reassured by the sound of the ‘Muadhin’ making the call for 
prayer in our refugee camp’s main mosque in Gaza. 
Whenever | heard the call very early in the morning, 
announcing in a melodic voice that the time for the ‘Fajr’ 
(dawn) prayer was [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The Fatah movement is involved in a 
massive tug-of-war that will ultimately define its future. 
Though the conflict is between current Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas and once Gaza strongman 


Mohammed Dahlan is inno way motivated by ending the 
Israeli occupation, their war will likely determine the future 
political landscape of [...] 


Ninety-nine years since Balfour's “promise”, Palestinians 
insist that their rights in Palestine cannot be dismissed. By 
Ramzy Baroud When | was a child growing up in a Gaza 
refugee camp, | looked forward to November 2. On that day, 
every year, thousands of students and camp residents would 
descend upon the main square of the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Last July, the Palestinian Authority took the 
unexpected, although belated step of seeking Arab backing in 
suing Britain over the Balfour Declaration. That “declaration” 
was the first ever explicit commitment made by Britain, and 
the Westin general, to establish a Jewish homeland atop an 
existing Palestinian homeland. It is too early [...] 


Chissa se, prima di lasciarsi andare a un immotivato accesso 
di rabbia, il Presidente del Consiglio Italiano Matteo Renzi 
avra letto il testo integrale della risoluzione UNESCO su 
Palestina e Israele? E’ questa la domanda dell’analista 
Ramzy Baroud di Ramzy Baroud* Roma, 27 ottobre 2016, 
Nena News — Chissà se, prima di lasciarsi andare a [...] 


“Non ci sara mai una Palestina libera se prima i palestinesi 
non libereranno se stessi dalla repressione delle divisioni e 
del fazionalismo”: il punto di vista dell’analista palestinese 
Ramzy Baroud sulle ultime elezioni locali (rimandate). Mentre 
| palestinesi nei Territori occupati si preparano per le elezioni 
locali, previste per ottobre, le divisioni e il “fazionalismo” [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Despite all the threats and political 
grandstanding, Unesco’s World Heritage Committee has 
approved, on October 26, a new resolution that reaffirms the 
status of occupied Jerusalem's Old City on the list of 
endangered world heritage sites. The approval of the 
resolution, entitled ‘Old City of Jerusalem and Its Walls’ 
comes only days [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Did Italian Prime Minister, Matteo Renzi, 
actually read the full text of the UNESCO resolution on 
Palestine and Israel, before he raved with anger? “I think this 
is a mistaken, inconceivable resolution,” he said. “It is not 
possible to continue with these resolutions at the UN and 
UNESCO that aim to attack [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The Israeli official narrative regarding its 
conflict with the Palestinians is deliberately confounded 
because a muddled up discourse is a convenient one. It 


allows the narrator to pick and choose half-truths at will, in 
order to create a falsified version of reality. For instance, this 
is part of what Israeli Prime Minister [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Former Israeli Prime Minister and 
President, Shimon Peres, was a very successful brand. He 
was presented to the world as stately, wise, a relentless 
advocate of peace, and a sane voice amidst a conflict 
deemed senseless and unending. Now that he is dead at 93, 
international media are rife with touching tributes [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Ban Ki-moon’s second term as UN 
secretary-general is ending this December, he was the most 
ideal man for the job as far as the United States and its allies 
are concerned. Of course, there will always be other Ban Ki- 
moons. In fact, the man himself was a modified version of his 
predecessor, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Thousands of Native Americans 
resurrected the fighting spirit of their forefathers as they stood 
in unprecedented unity to contest an oil company’s 
desecration of their sacred land in North Dakota. Considering 
its burdened historical context, this has been one of the most 
moving events in recent memory. The standoff, involving 
5,000-strong Native [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Division within Palestinian society has 
reached unprecedented levels, becoming a major hurdle on 
the path of any unified strategy to end Israel's violent 
occupation or to rally Palestinians behind a single objective. 
Newly-appointed Israeli ultra-nationalist Defence Minister 
Avigdor Lieberman understands this too well. His tactic since 
his ascension to office last May is centered [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Division within Palestinian society has 
reached unprecedented levels, becoming a major hurdle in 
the path of any unified strategy to end Israel's violent 
occupation, or to rally Palestinians behind a single objective. 
Newly-appointed Israeli ultranationalist Defense Minister 
Avigdor Lieberman understands this too well. His tactic since 
his ascension to office last May [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud “You deserve to see your loved ones suffer 
and die. But, maybe, you would be hurt before them,” was 
part of a threatening message received by a staff member at 
‘Al-Mezan’, a Gaza-based human rights group. The photo 
attached to the email was of the exterior of the activist’s 


home. The gist [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Everyone seems to have a theory on how 
to obliterate ISIS, or ‘Daesh’. However, two points are rarely 


raised: one, concerning the origins of the group and the 
second, on whether there are genuine intentions to defeat it, 
in the first place. We must boldly address the first to unravel 
the enigma [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud As Palestinians in the Occupied Territories 
begin preparations for local elections which are scheduled for 
October, division and factionalism are rearing their ugly head. 
Palestinian political platforms and social media are abuzz with 
self-defeating propaganda: Fatah supporters attacking 
Hamas’ alleged failures, and Hamas’ supporters doing the 
same. What is conveniently overlooked by [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Palestine is increasingly absent from Arab 
consciousness, at least at the official and media levels. For 
years, the discussion has veered elsewhere, to other regions 
and various other concerns, as Arab regional alliances are no 
longer driven by the ‘question of Palestine.’ Whether one 
blames that neglect on the so-called Arab Spring, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud (Based on interviews with Palestinian 
refugees from Syria.) The refugee camp of Yarmouk was ever 
present in his being, pulling him in and out of an abyss of 
persistent fears that urged him to never return. But what was 
this refugee without Yarmouk, his first haven, his last earth? 


‘How could any [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Hyped emotions, and political opportunism 
aside, the Israel-Turkey normalization deal, signed on June 

27 is unfavorable for Palestinians — and for Gazans, in 
particular. There is much that is being said to blame Turkey or 
placate the damage of seeing Turkey — which has for years 
been one of the most visible [...] 


When Israeli commandos violently raided the Freedom Flotilla | 
in May 2010, something extraordinary happened in Gaza: a 
deep sense of loss, but also pride. It was the first time that 

this generation experienced real solidarity emanating from a 
Muslim country, exhibited with such resolution and willingness 
to sacrifice. Many Palestinians had finally renewed their faith, 


[...] 


By Ramzy Baroud After months of anticipation, the United 
Kingdom has decided to leave the European Union (EU). 
Although, the results were fairly close — 51.9% voted to 
‘Leave’ vs. 48.1% elected to ‘Remain’ — the consequences of 
the decision will be far-reaching. Not only will the Brits 
negotiate their exit from the EU (thus, [...] 


El gobierno de Israel les ha despojado a los palestinos de sus 
riquezas de agua potable y ahora los castiga provocando la 
escasez de la misma. Cuando si les permiten tomar su propia 
agua, se la vende carisima. Israel le ha despojado a los 
palestinos de la Franja de Gaza de todos sus recursos 
acuiferos [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Entire communities in the West Bank either 
have no access to water or have had their water supply 
reduced almost by half. This alarming development has been 
taking place for weeks, since Israel's national water company, 
“Mekorot’, decided to cut off — or significantly reduce — its 
water supply to Jenin, Salfit [...] 


Israel has done so much to ensure that Palestinians don’t 


have access to water — not only as a form of collective 
punishment, but to also to ensure Palestinians do not develop 
their economy, says Ramzy Baroud, editor of The Palestine 
Chronicle. Tens of thousands of Palestinians have reportedly 
been left without access to safe [...] 


Por Ramzy Baroud “(Al amanecer)... Resistiré... (Porque) 
sobre la pared hay aun una sabana blanca... Y mis dedos no 
se han disuelto (completamente) aún”. Este es un verso 
traducido de “Tres paredes de la camara de tortura”, de Mu'in 


Bseiso. Fue y sigue siendo uno de los intelectuales mas 
influyentes de Gaza, y uno de [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud “(At dawn) ... | will resist ... (Since) upon 
the wall there is still a white sheet ... And my fingers are yet to 
(completely) dissolve.” This is a translated verse from Mu'in 
Bseiso’ “Three Walls of the Torture Chamber’. He was -and 
remains — one of Gaza’s most influential intellectual and [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Matthew Duss is right. The Paris Peace 
Conference is different, and the fact that the United States’ 
stronghold of supposedly trying to resolve conflicts in the 
Middle East is being challenged, is a point worth noting. Yet, 
this is hardly important. “The multilateral nature of the 
conference is a Palestinian strategic victory, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud In their defense, the Israelis seem to have 
figured out the whole thing and opted out. But the hapless 
Palestinian leadership, along with their Arab League partners, 
joined by the French, EU and UN representatives, and even 
US Secretary of State, John Kerry, decided to play along. 
However, the French peace initiative-turned-conference [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Israeli society is constantly swerving to the 
Right and, by doing so, the country’s entire political paradigm 
is redefined regularly. Israel is now ‘ruled by the most extreme 
rightwing government in its history’ has grown from being an 
informed assessment to a dull cliché over the course of only a 
few years. [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Associating the ongoing Palestinian 
intifada (uprising) with the number of stabbings or alleged 
stabbings carried out by Palestinian youths was a mistake 
from the start. An intifada is a collective movement, not 
individual acts of violence, no matter how frequent. The 
current intifada dates back to last October, when a large 
number [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Merely being in the company of hundreds 

of Palestinian journalists and other media professionals from 
all over the world has been an uplifting experience. For many 
years, Palestinian media has been on the defensive, unable 

to articulate a coherent message, torn between factions and 

desperately trying to fend off the Israeli media [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud On May 15th of every year, over the past 
68 years, Palestinians have commemorated their collective 
exile from Palestine. The ethnic cleansing of Palestine to 
make room for a ‘Jewish homeland’ came ata price of 


unrelenting violence and perpetual suffering. Palestinians 
refer to that enduring experience as ‘Nakba’, or ‘Catastrophe’. 
However, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud There is a witch-hunt in the British Labour 
Party. Britain's Opposition party leader, Jeremy Corbyn, is 
being hounded for not rooting out alleged anti-Semitism in his 
party. Those leading the charge are pro-Israel Zionists and 
their supporters within the party, members who are mostly 
allied with the former Prime Minister, the largely [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud | had mixed feelings when | learned that 
Palestine has erected a statue of Nelson Mandela, the iconic 
South African anti-Apartheid leader. On the one hand, | was 
quite pleased that the unmistakable connection between the 
struggles of Palestinians and South Africans is cemented 
more than ever before. On the other hand, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Palestinian National Authority President, 
Mahmoud Abbas, is playing a very dangerous political game. 
At the same time as he is placing less pressure on the 
belligerent Israeli government of Benjamin Netanyahu, he is 
keeping Palestinians further apart. Even when the 81-year-old 
leader no longer maintains his position, the legacy he has 
stubbornly [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud At the age of 21, | crossed Gaza into Egypt 
to pursue a degree in political science. The timing could have 
not been worse. The Iraq invasion of Kuwait in 1990 had 
resulted in a US-led international coalition and a major war, 
which eventually paved the road for the US invasion of [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud “We won't act like them, we will not use 
violence or force, we are peaceful, we believe in peace, in 
peaceful popular resistance.” This was part of a message 
issued by Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas in 
October, only days after a few incidents took place in which 
Palestinian youth were [...] 


ogic of Murder in Israel: A Culture of Impunity in Full 


iew of the Entire World 


By Ramzy Baroud “Whether he made a mistake or not, is a 
trivial question,” said an Israeli Jewish man who joined large 
protests throughout Israel in support of a soldier who calmly, 
and with precision, killed a wounded Palestinian man in al- 
Khalil (Hebron). The protesting Jewish man described 
Palestinians as ‘barbaric’, ‘bestial’, who should not be [...] 


Non-violent BDS Should Be Welcomed, Not Condemned 


By Ramzy Baroud A thousand Israelis and their supporters 
gathered in Jerusalem's International Convention Center on 
March 28 at aconference aimed at combating the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions movement (BDS). The conference 
was a display of “fear, paranoia, anger and determination,” as 
described by Antony Loewenstein, and featured top 
government officials, members of the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Serious efforts are being galvanized in 
Israel and outside to slow down the fast-moving momentum of 
the Palestine Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions Movement 
(BDS). The latest of these efforts was a large, angry 
conference in occupied Jerusalem, which followed a series of 
conferences in the US. And more are being planned. This [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The nature of the current uprising in the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem is a testament to that claim. 


Previous uprisings were massive in their mobilization, clear in 
their message and decisive in their delivery. Their success or 
failure is not the point of this discussion, but the fact is that 
they [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Abed al-Fattah Yusri al-Sharif was killed. In 
the style typical of Israeli aggression against unarmed 
Palestinians, he was first wounded after allegedly attempting 
to stab an Israel occupation soldier in the occupied city of 
Hebron. He lies on his back, his arms stretched across the 
road, and his head moving about. A [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud A foray of condemnations of the boycott of 
Israel seems to have fallen on deaf ears. Calls from Western 
governments, originating from the UK, the US, Canada and 

others, to criminalize the boycott of Israel have hardly slowed 


down the momentum of the pro-Palestinian Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions movement (BDS). On the [...] 


FOA speaks to media consultant, author and editor of 
Palestine Chronicle, Ramzy Baroud about his tips and tricks 
of the trade and the importance of journalism and media in 
times of conflict, occupation and political strife. Social media 
and digital media has become a driving force for the future 
and the rise of citizen journalism [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The Israeli ‘Right’, as demonstrated by a 
scary coalition of rightwing nationalists, ultranationalists and 
religious zealots, deserves all the bad press it has garnered 
since its formation last May. But none of this should come as 
a shock, as the ‘Right’ in Israel has never been anything but a 
Coalition of demagogues [...] 
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By Ramzy Baroud It is not true that only three wars have 
taken place since Hamas won parliamentary elections in 2006 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Other wars that were 
deemed insignificant or ‘skirmishes’ also took place. 
Operation Returning Echo in March 2012, for example, killed 
and wounded over 100 people. But since the death [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud By Friday, January 29, Palestinian 
journalist Mohammed al-Qeq had spent 66-days on hunger 
strike in Israeli jails. Just before he fell into his third coma, a 
day earlier, he sent a public message through his lawyers, the 
gist of which was: freedom or death. Al-Qeq is 33-years of 
age, married and a [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The 12 million Syrian refugees may differ 
regarding the reasons why they had to flee their homes and 
country in the last five years. Yet, they are united in their 
plight and in the collective trauma of the violent dislocation 
they have all experienced. Half of those refugees are 
estimated to be [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud (With reporting from Yousef Aljamal in 
Gaza) Whenever Mariam Aljamal’s children hear the sound of 
thunder at night, they wet their beds. Their reaction is almost 
instinctive, and is shared by a large number of children 
throughout the Gaza Strip. Mariam’s three children — Jamal, 
Lina and Sarah — were all born [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud When ISIS militias swept into Mosel, Iraq, 
in June 2014, Ibrahim Mahmoud plotted his flight, along with 
his whole family, which included 11 children. Once upon a 

time, Ibrahim was himself a child escaping another violent 


campaign carried out by equally angry militias. In his life-time, 
Ibrahim became a refugee twice, once [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Ali Abumghasib knows little about the 
current intrigues of the Fatah Movement, or, perhaps, he is 
just not interested. Although he has dedicated most of his life 
fighting within its ranks, he never saw his membership in 
Fatah as his defining identity. For him, it was, and will always 
remain, about Palestine [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Although intended to inspire his Fatah 
Party followers, a televised speech by Mahmoud Abbas on 
the 51st Anniversary of the group’s launch highlighted, 
instead, the unprecedented crisis that continues to wreak 
havoc on the Palestinian people. Not only did Abbas sound 
defensive and lacking in any serious or new initiatives, but his 


E 


By Ramzy Baroud Taghreed has never been outside Gaza. 
Her family were exiled to the impoverished Gaza Strip when 
Palestine was ethnically cleansed, to make room for the state 
of Israel in 1948. She was born in Gaza City 30 years ago, 
where she dreamed of a world beyond the confines of sand, 
water and [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Throughout her hunger strike, that of 
exactly 47 days, Hana Shalabi never slept consistently for a 
number of hours. In the first few days of her strike, she would 
doze off only to wake up with the sudden fear that someone 
was trying to hurt her. But after the first week of [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud When Egypt decided to open the Rafah 
border crossing which separates it from Gaza for two days, 
December 3 and 4, a sense of guarded relief was felt in the 
impoverished Strip. True, 48 hours were hardly enough for the 
tens of thousands of patients, students and other travelers to 
leave or [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Israeli commentators, Yaron Friedman, of 
“Ynet News” and Haviv Rettig Gur, of the “Times of Israel” are 
clueless about the driving force behind the Palestinian 
mobilization and collective struggle. In two recent articles, and 
with unmistakable conceit, they attempted to highlight what 
they perceive as the failure of the current Palestinian uprising, 


[...] 


By Ramzy Baroud There is a possibility that you have heard 
of the famed British author, J.K. Rowling, writer of the popular 
fantasy series ‘Harry Potter’. While | knew of her books — 
through my teenage kids — I knew little about the author 
herself, until recently. Using generalised, ambiguous 
terminology that offered little by [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Saeb Erekat is an enigmatic character. 
‘Despite minimal popularity among Palestinians, he is 
omnipresent, appears regularly on television and speaks with 
the moral authority of an accomplished leader whose legacy 
is rife with accolades and an astute, unwavering vision. When 
Palestinians were polled by the Jerusalem Media and 
Communications Center (JMCC) in [...] 


Interviewed by Info-Palestine (This interview was originally 
published in French.) Info-Palestine: Our interview with 
Ramzy Baroud is concerned with the situation in Palestine, 
the raging conflicts in the Middle East and the role of the 
International Solidarity Movement. — Dr. Ramzy Baroud has 
been writing about the Middle East for over 20 years. He is 


Pe 


By Ramzy Baroud My first stop, after living for 22 years ina 
refugee camp in Gaza, was the city of Seattle, a pleasant, 
green city, where people drink too much coffee to cope with 
the long, cold, grey winters. There, for the first time, | stood 
before an audience outside Palestine, to speak about [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud When my book ‘Searching Jenin’ was 
published soon after the Israeli massacre in the Jenin refugee 
camp in 2002, | was quizzed repeatedly by the media and 
many readers for conferring the word ‘massacre’ on what 
Israel has depicted as a legitimate battle against camp-based 
‘terrorists’. The interrogative questions were aimed at [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The State of Israel was established on the 
ruins of Palestine, based on a series of objectives that were 
named after letters from the Hebrew alphabet, the 
consequences of which continue to guide Israeli strategies to 
this day. The current violence against Palestinian worshippers 
at Al-Aqsa Mosque in Occupied East Jerusalem is [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud When Zionist Haganah militias carried out 
Operation Yiftach on 19 May, 1948, the aim was to drive 
Palestinians in the northern Safad District outside the border 
of Israel, which had declared its independence a mere five 
days earlier. The ethnic cleansing of Safad and its many 
villages was not unique to that [...] 
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By Ramzy Baroud The crisis of leadership throughout 
Palestinian history did not start with Mahmoud Abbas and will, 
regrettably, be unlikely to end with his departure. Although 
Abbas has, perhaps, done more damage to the credibility of 
the Palestinian leadership than any other leader in the past, 
he is also a by-product of a process [...] 

as A Call to Palestinians Everywhere: Help Write Our History 
Dear Palestinians Everywhere, Palestinian Author, historian 
and Journalist, Dr. Ramzy Baroud is leading a group of 
researchers and journalists to help write his new book about 
the people of Palestine. The idea behind the book is to bridge 
politics, ideology, religion and geography to look at 
Palestinian history, past and present in a way that [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The legacy of Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) President Mahmoud Abbas is draped in 
contradictions and utter defeat. His reign can only be 
regarded as an astounding failure, during which not a single 
Palestinian national objective was attained, nor a liberation 
vision put forward. Alas, the 80-year-old leader remains at the 
helm of [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud One-and-a-half year old Ali Saad 


Dawabsha became the latest victim of Israeli violence on July 
31. He was burnt to death. Other members of his family were 


also severely burnt in a Jewish settlers’ attack on their home 
in the village of Duma, near Nablus, in the West Bank. A 
spokesman for [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Another row is brewing between Israel and 
the Palestinian Resistance Movement, Hamas, over the 
release of Avraham Mengitsu, an Israeli citizen who, 
according to Israeli military sources, ‘slipped into Gaza’ on 
September 7, 2014. The circumstances of Mengitsu’s entry 
into Gaza remain unclear, especially since Hamas’ political 
leader, Khaled Mashaal, denied that [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud It would be fair to assume that Gershon 
Baskin’s recent article in the Jerusalem Post — Encountering 
Peace: Obviously no peace now, so what then? (June 24) — is 
not a mere intellectual exercise aimed at finding ‘creative’ 
solutions to the Israeli occupation of Palestine. Baskin is a 
regular contributor to the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud No matter what Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas does, his popularity is declining. 

In some ways, Abbas’ threshold for popularity was really 
never impressive to begin with, a trend that is unlikely to 
change inthe near future. But now that a power struggle in his 
Fatah party is looming, and his [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud “What is the Palestinian strategy?” is a 
question that | have been asked all too often, including on 15 
May, the day that millions of Palestinians around the world 
commemorated the 67th anniversary of the Nakba, the ethnic 
cleansing of the Palestinians by Zionist militias in 1947-48. 
The question itself doesn’t require [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud In a western capital far away from Gaza 
and Cairo, | recently shared a pot of tea with an “Egyptian 
refugee”. The term is familiar to me, but never have | 
encountered an Egyptian who refers to himself as such. He 
stated it as a matter of fact by saying: “As an [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud In November 1993, | was on a mission. At 
the age of 21, | wanted to change the world, starting with 
Birzeit University, the second-largest Palestinian university in 
the West Bank, situated near Ramallah, in the heart of the 
occupied territories. Back then | had made a name for myself 
with my [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Are you surprised that there has been little 
mobilisation to help Yarmouk, the Palestinian refugee camp 
on the outskirts of Damascus, which is overrun by militants, 
and besieged by the Syrian army? Palestinians — and Syrians 
— there are killed in a myriad of ways, including starvation. As 
we stand and watch [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Members of my family in Syria’s Yarmouk 
went missing many months ago. We have no idea who is 
dead and who is alive. Unlike my other uncle and his children 
in Libya, who fled the NATO war and turned up alive but 
hiding in some desert a few months later, my uncle’s [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Waiting on Israeli society to change from 
within is a colossal waste of time, during which the suffering of 
an entire nation — torn between an occupied home anda 
harsh diaspora — will not cease. But what are Palestinians and 
the supporters of a just peace in Palestine and Israel to [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Imagine if an American presidential 
candidate made a plea to his supporters on election day with 
the following statement: “The Republican administration is in 
danger. Black voters are going en masse to the polls. Liberal 
NGOs are bringing them on buses.” Even in a country where 
Chris Matthews is a media celebrity [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud This is not my geography teacher, or, more 
accurately it is not at all how | remember him. A series of APA 
images published by the British Daily Mail and other 
newspapers showed Hamad al-Hasanat lying dead ina 
mosque, surrounded by a group of Hamas fighters. On top of 
his lifeless [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Despite its success in repelling Israeli 
military advances in Gaza, Hamas’s regional political 
manoeuvres of recent years are not bearing fruit. Jointly 
isolated by Israel and other Arab parties, unaided by the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) of Mahmoud Abbas, the Islamic 
Resistance Movement is once again facing difficult choices, 
and it seems to [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Whenever the word “refugee” is uttered, | 
think of my mother. When Zionist militias began their 
systematic onslaught and “cleansing” of the Palestinian Arab 
population of historic Palestine in 1948, she, along with her 
family, ran away from the once peaceful village of Beit Daras. 
Back then, Zarefah was six. Her father [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud It was the moment many had been waiting 
for. On January 2, Palestine’s United Nations envoy, Riyad 
Mansour formally requested membership at the International 
Criminal Court (ICC). “We are seeking justice for all the 
victims that have been killed by Israel, the occupying power,” 
he said. There was no explanation why Palestine’s [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud In terms of losses in human lives, 2014 has 
been a horrific year for Palestinians, surpassing the horrors of 
both 2008 and 2009, when an Israeli war against the Gaza 


Strip killed and wounded thousands. While some aspects of 
the conflict are stagnating between a corrupt, ineffectual 
Palestinian Authority (PA), and the [...] 

| By Ramzy Baroud Raed Mu’anis was my best friend. The 
small scar on top of his left eyebrow was my doing at the age 
of five. | urged him to quit hanging on a rope where my 
mother was drying our laundry. He wouldn't listen, so | threw 
a rock at him. | didn’t mean [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The PFLP is back in the headlines after a 
recent attack in Jerusalem, raising questions about the 
Current relevance of the group When news reports alleged 
that the two cousins behind the Jerusalem synagogue attack 
on 18 November were affiliated with the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, a level of [...] 
a ee 
| By Ramzy Baroud When a journalist tries to do a historians  — 
job, the outcome can be quite interesting. Using history asa 
side note in a brief news report or political analysis oftentimes 
does more harm than good. Now imagine if that journalist was 
not dependable to begin with, even more than it being 
“interesting”, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud It would be intellectually dishonest to 
reflect on the British House of Commons’ vote of Monday, 13 
October, on a Palestinian state without digging deeper into 
history. Regardless of the meaning of the non-binding motion, 
the parliamentary action cannot be brushed off as just another 
would-be country to recognise Palestine, as was [...] 
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By Ramzy Baroud | recall, with particular awkwardness, my 
first talk to a socialist student gathering at the University of 
Washington in Seattle nearly two decades ago. When | tried 
to offer an authentic view of the situation in Palestine from the 
viewpoint of a refugee, my hosts were distinctly unimpressed. 
However, the bespectacled head [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Netanyahu’s war-turned-genocide in Gaza 
has backfired badly — his strategy has helped resurrect 
Hamas, the very movement he tried desperately to crush 
Aside from being a major military setback, Israel's war on 
Gaza has also disoriented the policies of Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu like never before. Since the 
announcement of a ceasefire [...] 


Victory 


anyahu_ vs. Abu Ubaydah: On 


By Ramzy Baroud In the rush to analyze 
Israel’s 51-day war in Gaza, dubbed Operation Protective 
Edge, some may have neglected an important factor: this was 
not a war by traditional definitions of warfare, thus the 
conventional analyses of victory and defeat is simply not 


applicable. That being the case, how can [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud After every bloody episode of violence 
perpetrated by Israel, media spin doctors are often deployed 
with one grand mission: to absolve Israel of any responsibility 
in their acts of carnage. Not only do these apologists 
demonize Palestinians, but anyone who dares to take a stand 
on their behalf. The main staple of [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud My old family house in the Nuseirat 
refugee camp in Gaza was recently rebuilt by its new owner, 
into a beautiful three-story building with large windows 
adorned by red frames. In Israel’s most recent and deadliest 
war on Gaza, the house sustained significant damage. A large 
hole caused by Israeli missiles can [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud “Where is the Palestinian Gandhi? In 
Israeli prison, of course!,” was the title of an article by Jo 
Ehrlich published in Modoweiss.net on Dec 21, 2009. That 
was almost exactly one year after Israel's concluded a major 
war against Gaza. The so-called Operation Cast Lead 
(December 27, 2008 — January 18, 2009) [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud On the 13th day of Israels so-called 
Operation Protective Edge, stories of entire families 
collectively pulverized, women and children keenly targeted 
by Israeli soldiers saturate the media. Until now, 430 
Palestinians have been killed, mostly women and children, 
and 18 Israel soldiers been killed at the hands of the 
Resistance. In Shejaiya, [...] 


Israel Awakens the Palestine It Tried to Crush 
By Ramzy Baroud When the bodies of three Israeli settlers — 
two teenagers, Aftali Frenkel and Gilad Shaar, both 16, and 

Eyal Yifrach, 19 — were found on 30 June near Hebron in the 
southern West Bank, Israel went into a state of mourning and 
a wave of sympathy flowed from around the world. The [...] 


Ramadan, Socialism and the Neighbour’s Beat-up Car 

By Ramzy Baroud For those who spent childhoods in Gaza, 
the spiritual month of abstinence provokes reflection on how it 
enabled Palestinians to uncover the collective strength of their 
beleaguered community When I was a child, | obsessed with 
socialism. It was not only because my father was a self- 
proclaimed socialist who read every book [...] 


6 Missing Settlers Become Weapons ina Waron | 


By Ramzy Baroud When three teenage Israeli settlers from 
the illegal Jewish settlement of Gush Etzion went missing on 
12 June, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu saw an 
Opportunity to discredit the fledgling Palestinian unity 
government. His statements and the actions of the Israeli 
army since have centered on indicting the Palestinian 
movement Hamas, while [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Palestinians are yet to achieve national 
unity despite the elation over the ‘national unity government’ 
now in operation in Ramallah. One has to be clear in the 
distinction between a Hamas-Fatah political arrangement 
necessitated by regional and international circumstances, and 
Palestinian unity. What has been agreed upon in the Shati’ 
(Beach) refugee [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud In ‘Jaffa: Land of Oranges’, Ghassan 
Kanafani described his exile from the Palestinian coastal city 
of Yafa. As a 12-year-old boy, he struggled to understand, but 
“on that night, though, certain threads of that story became 
clearer .. a big truck was standing in front of our door. Light 
things, mainly sleeping [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud For years, Palestinian factions have strived 
for unity, and for years unity has evaded them. But is it 
possible that following several failed attempts, Fatah and 
Hamas have finally found that elusive middle ground? And if 
they have done so, why, to what end, and at what cost? On 
April 23, top [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Israel's deputy foreign minister, Ze’ev 
Elkin, is a member of Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud party and 
his predominantly rightwing cabinet. In a recent interview with 


The Economist, Elkin used the familiar tone of being 
conceited and oblivious to such notions as international or 
human rights, and reaffirmed his rejection of a Palestinian 
state. [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Crisis seemed to loom large as Palestinian 
National Authority President Mahmoud Abbas signed 
applications to join 15 international treaties on April 1. The 
decision prompted irate reactions from Israel, and sent US 
Secretary of State John Kerry into panic mode, unsuccessfully 
attempting to salvage the peace process. Yet something is 
strangely familiar [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud When late Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
was confined by Israeli soldiers to his headquarters in the 
West Bank city of Ramallah, Mohammed Dahlan reigned 
supreme. As perhaps the most powerful and effective 
member of the ‘Gang of Five’, he managed the affairs of the 
ruling Fatah movement, coordinated with Israel regarding 
matters [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Long before the Boycott, Sanctions and 
Divestment campaign inched slowly from the fringes of global 
solidarity with Palestinians to take center stage, Tony Benn 
had been advocating a boycott of Israel with unrestricted 


conviction, for years. “Britain should offer its support for this 
strategy by stopping all arms sales to Israel, introducing [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Something sinister is brewing around and 
below al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied East Jerusalem, and it has 
the hallmark of a familiar Israeli campaign to strip the Mosque 
of its Muslim Arab identity. This time around, however, the 
stakes are much higher. The status of al-Aqsa mosque is 
unparalleled within the context of [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Omar is a 7-year-old boy from Gaza. His 
family managed to obtain the necessary permits that allowed 
him to cross the Erez checkpoint to Jerusalem, through the 
West Bank, in order to undergo surgery. He was 
accompanied by his father. On the way back, the boy and his 
father were stopped at [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Israel is often viewed by Washington 
politicians as the most ‘stable’ ally in the Middle East. But 
stability from the American perspective can mean many 
things. Lead amongst them is that the ‘ally’ must be 
unconditionally loyal to the diktats of the US administration. 
This rule has proven to be true since [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The death of former Israeli leader Ariel 
Sharon enlivened US media’s interest in the legacy of a man 
considered by many a war criminal, and by some a hero. In 
fact, the supposed heroism of Sharon was at the heart of 
CNN coverage of his death on January 11. Sharon spent his 


[...] 


By Ramzy Baroud 2013 was a year in which the so-called 
peace process charade was allowed to continue, leading 
Palestinians on yet another futile journey of broken promises. 
Meanwhile, the Israeli colonial project in the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem carried on unabated. But it was not entirely a 
year of doom and gloom either, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The intellectual dishonesty of Israel’s 
supporters is appalling. But in some odd way, it is also 
understandable. How else could they respond to the 
massively growing Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) 
campaign? When a non-violent campaign — empowered by 
thousands of committed civil society activists from South 
Africa to Sweden and most [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud It is impossible to predict the future. But 
one can state with a degree of certainty that little good can 
possibly be awaiting Palestinians when their political 
leadership seems to value their ties with Israel more than the 


fate of Gaza and all of its inhabitants. An exaggeration? 
Hardly. In an interview [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud — Outpost Magazine (Lebanon) The 
houses in my old refugee camp felt enormous. My neighbors’ 
homes had grown into strange dimensions because they had 
to make use of every inch of available space out of 
desperation. My old house stood still and unbending, vacant 
of glory and burdened with memories. It was [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The latest punishment of Gaza may seem 
like another familiar plot to humiliate the strip to the 
satisfaction of Israel, Mahmoud Abbas’s Palestinian Authority, 
and the military-controlled Egyptian government. But 
something far more sinister is brewing. This time, the 
collective punishment of Gaza arrives in the form of raw 
sewage that is [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Since the Hamas election victory in 
January 2006 — and particularly after the Hamas-Fatah 
clashes and split between Gaza and the West Bank in the 
summer of 2007 — Gaza has undergone a disturbing human 
experiment, whose toll is unprecedented in the history of the 
impoverished Strip. The plotters involve the usual [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Egypt's new ruler, General Abdul Fatah al- 
Sisi, may not realize that the bond between Egypt, Palestine 
and especially Gaza is beyond historic, and simply cannot be 
severed with border restrictions, albeit they have caused 
immense suffering for many Palestinians. Gaza is being 
‘collectively punished’, and is now facing economic hardship 
and a[...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Suppose several armored vehicles 
belonging to a branch of the Palestinian Authority raided an 
Israeli border village at the eve of a new round of peace 
negotiations. One can picture PA President Mahmoud Abbas 
defending the killings, stating that the attack was made in the 
cause of protecting the security of the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The political peddlers, think-tank experts 
and media professionals are all back in full force. They want 
us to believe that US Secretary of State John Kerry has done 
what others have failed to do. On his sixth trip to the Middle 
East during his post, and following intense shuttle diplomacy 
likened to [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud When Hamas and Fatah representatives 
met in Gaza on June 04, there was little media fanfare. In fact, 
neither party expected much attention to their ‘unity talks’ 


aside from the occasional references to ‘national 
reconciliation’, ‘building bridges’ and the ‘obstacles’ along the 
way. And since then, there was yet more proof that [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Air of uncertainty is engulfing most matters 
related to Egypt. Since the Egyptian revolt started over two 
years ago, the country remains hostage to a barefaced power 
struggle with many destructive implications that have 
polarized society in unprecedented ways, perhaps in all of 
Egypt’s modern history. And while in Egypt itself nothing [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The global Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement has scored two major victories in 
May starting with a groundbreaking report issued by the 
Church of Scotland. It was followed by an equally courageous 
decision by internationally renowned cosmologist and 
physicist Stephen Hawking to boycott an Israeli conference. 
These two important developments have [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud It is an event “of cosmic proportions”, said 
one Palestinian academic, a befitting description regarding 
Stephen Hawking’s decision to boycott an Israeli academic 
conference slated for next June. It was also a decisive moral 
call which was communicated on May 8 by Cambridge 
University, where Hawking is a professor. Hawking is a [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Few with any sense of intellectual or 
historical integrity would still question the bloody massacre 
that took place in the village of Deir Yassin 65 years ago, 
claiming the lives of over 100 innocent Palestinians. Attempts 
at covering up the massacre have been dwarfed by grim 
details by well-respected historians, including some [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud On September 17, 2012, Ismail Haniyeh, 
Prime Minister of the Hamas government in Gaza, made 
another appeal to his Egyptian counterpart Hisham Kandil to 
consider setting up a free trade area between Gaza and 
Egypt. The reasonable idea would allow Egypt to support 
Gaza’s ragged economy while sparing Cairo the political 
fallout [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud ‘Obama didn’t accomplish much of 
substance,’ is how Dana Milbank characterized US President 
Barack Obama’s 3-day visit to Israel and the Middle East. In 
an opinion piece in the Washington Post on March 22, 
Milbank outlined ‘substance’ as “obvious progress toward 
talks with the Palestinians (..) new ground in deterring Iran’s 
nuclear [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud At the precise moment US President 
Barack Obama’s Air Force One touched down at Ben Gurion 
Airport on March 20, persisting illusions quickly began to 
shatter. And as he walked on the red carpet, showered with 


accolades and warm embraces of top Israeli government and 
military officials, a new/old reality began to [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud ‘Hi Papa .. Don’t worry about me too much, 
right now | am most concerned that we are not being 
effective. | still don’t feel particularly at risk. Rafah has 
seemed calmer lately, Rachel Corrie wrote to her father, 
Craig, from Rafah, a town located at the southern end of the 
Gaza [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud More bad news emerged from Israel in 
recent weeks. Indeed, good news is seldom associated with 
Israel and its military occupation and institutionalized 
discrimination and mistreatment of Palestinians. But now even 
those international organizations that are often supportive of 
Israel's militancy seem to be joining the consensus that Tel 
Aviv is on [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud When one looks at scenes of feeling 
refugees from Syria, browse through images of their squalid 
refugee camps, hears their plea for solidarity, for mercy, for 
God’s help to end their suffering, one finds eerie similarities 
between their experiences and those of Palestinians, 
Lebanese, Iraqis. The worse part of the tragedy, however, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud — Special to Gulf News Judging by the final 
statement of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
Summit held in Cairo on February 6-7, Arab and Muslim 
countries have little to offer Palestinians — or anyone else for 
that matter — apart from the ever-predictable rhetoric and 
promises of financial assistance. Fiery speeches [...] 


Palestinian Peace Charade 


By Ramzy Baroud Despite much saber-rattling by Israel and 
the US administration and hyped-up expectations by the 
Palestinian leadership, the recognition of Palestine as a non- 
member observer state last November is fast becoming yet 
another footnote in the protracted conflict. Only hours after the 
announcement of Palestinian’s "state" status, Israel had its 
own to make: [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud If Palestinian leaders only knew how 
extraneous their endless rounds of “unity” talks have become, 
they might cease their enthusiastic declarations to world 
media about yet another scheduled meeting or another. At 
this point, few Palestinians have hope that their “leadership” 
has their best interests in mind. Factional interests reign 
supreme and [...] 


an he Forgotten Palestinians: Factionalism and Its Discontents 
By Ramzy Baroud In and around the southern mountains of 
Hebron (Al Khalil) there are thousands of people who dwell in 
tents, huts and caves. Before Israel came to existence in 
1948, they moved about unhindered in the vast area, tending 
to their crops, sheep and traditional way of life as they had 


done for [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud What does a Palestinian farmer who is 
living in a village tucked in between the secluded West Bank 
hills, a prisoner on hunger strike in an Israeli jail and a 
Palestinian refugee roaming the Middle East for shelter all 
have in common? They are all characters in one single, 
authentic, solid and [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud It must have been 2007, although | cannot 
remember the exact date. | do recall getting lost in what 
seemed like a futile search for the headquarters of the United 
Nations World Food Program (WFP) in Rome. There was a 
meeting of NGOs and some General Assembly body, 
consisting of several UN ambassadors, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Palestine has become a “non-member 
state” at the United Nations as of Thursday November 29, 
2012. The draft of the UN resolution beckoning what many 
perceive as a historic moment passed with an overwhelming 
majority of General Assembly members: 138 votes in favor, 
nine against and 41 abstentions. It was accompanied by a 
passionate speech [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud A small group of students affiliated mostly 
with leftist Palestinian factions meandered through the streets 
of the small town of Birzeit near Ramallah in the summer of 
1993. It was an impromptu political rally. They denounced 
what they understood as the relinquishing of basic Palestinian 
rights in exchange for meagre returns: Self-autonomy [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud In life, some phenomena cannot be 
explained by ordinary logic or technical language, let alone 
official discourses. How did Gaza manage to fight back with 
such ferocity and undying vigor in quelling the latest Israeli 
war despite years of a bloody siege and one-sided war in 
2008-9? It simply cannot be explained [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Many key phrases have been presented to 
explain Israel’s latest military onslaught against Gaza, which 
left scores dead and wounded. Israeli Prime Minister 


Benjamin Netanyahu is flexing his muscles in preparation for 

the Israeli general elections in January, suggested some. It is 
Israel’s way of testing the administration of Egyptian President 
Mahmoud Morsi, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Europe is different, as we are often 
reminded. The general wisdom is unlike the United States’ 
unconditional support for Israel. European countries tend to 


be more balanced in their approach to the Palestinian-lsraeli 
conflict. Their politicians are less receptive to being bought 
and sold by pro-Israeli lobbies. Their media is far more [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud In Malaysia, a small group of community 
activists are busy at work developing projects that benefit 
most vulnerable members of Palestinian society in Gaza. 
Working under the umbrella of Viva Palestina Malaysia 
(VPM), the group shows solidarity through empowerment 
projects: interest free loans for micro projects, providing 
employment for women, supplying thousands [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Apparently, ‘popular resistance’ has 
suddenly elevated to become a clash of visions or strategies 
between the Palestinian Authority in Ramallah and its rivals in 
Gaza, underscoring an existing and deepening rift between 
various factions and leaderships. Addressing a Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO) meeting in Ramallah on July 
2011, PA President Mahmoud Abbas [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud If the new Egyptian leadership thinks it is 
possible to achieve lasting reconciliation between rival 
Palestinian factions Hamas and Fatah within the current 
political climate, itis likely to be disappointed. In the case of 
Gaza, the government of Mohamed Morsi should in fact 
pursue sensible policies free from the protracted and [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Recent demonstrations in protest of the 
rising cost of living have swept across the West Bank. While 
they are not indicative of a Palestinian version of the ‘Arab 
Spring’, they are still an important first step. A reasonable 
demand, however, cannot possibly be for Ramallah-based 
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas to sack [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Should Israel be worried? Very much so, 
for the age of total impunity is coming to an end. Critical 
voices of the Israeli occupation and mistreatment of 
Palestinians are rising — not only within civil society circles, 
but among world governments as well. The picture may seem 
grim if seen through the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The recent approval by South Africa’s 
cabinet to distinguish between products made in Israel and 
those made in illegal Jewish settlements in the West Bank 
was both politically sound and morally consistent with the 
country’s anti-Apartheid legacy. It was also a natural 
progression of South Africa’s policies, which have reflected 
impatience with [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud There was once a young man from a very 
small Italian town called Bulciago who wished to change the 
world. As soon as he finished his exams, he began his quest. 
He travelled near and far, and when he arrived in Jerusalem 


in 2002, he knew he had found his calling. In [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Despite early assurances by Egypt's new 
President Mohammed Morsi regarding his ‘commitment to 
international treaties and agreements,’ one can already 
foretell a likely confrontation between Egypt and Israel. A 
chaotic transition notwithstanding, a new, post-revolution 
Egypt is emerging. It is is more self-assertive, emphasizing 
issues of national dignity and respect. In fact, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud ‘Will the Arab Spring serve the cause of 
Palestine?’ is a question that has been repeatedly asked, in 
various ways, over the last year and a half. Many media 
discussions have been formulated around this very inquiry, 
although the answer is far from a simple “yes” or “no.” Why 
should the question [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud — Special to Gulf News The official 
Jordanian media has described a recent meeting between 
King Abdullah of Jordan and exiled Hamas leader, Khalid 
Mesha’al, as if it were a routine exchange of ideas. But 
neither Petra, Jordan’s news agency, nor Hamas officials 
could hide the fact that the meeting had everything [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud When Lebanese security reportedly killed 
18-year-old Anmad al-Qasim over a documentation dispute in 
the Nahr al-Bared refugee camp, the camp’s Palestinian 
refugee population erupted in anger and dismay. Within a few 
days of the June 15 incident, the outrage had spread and 
more refugees were killed. Fouad Muhi’edeen Lubany was 
killed on [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud — Special to Gulf News The fifth 
anniversary of the Israeli siege on Gaza was commemorated 
on June 14 with a barrage of statements, urging Israel to end 
the blockade and allow Gazans long-denied humanitarian 
assistance, freedom of movement and access to trade routes. 
The punitive siege has turned into yet another [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud On June 4, Palestinian national soccer 
team member Mahmoud Sarsak completed 81 days ofa 
grueling hunger strike. He had sustained the strike despite the 
fact that nearly 2,000 Palestinian inmates had called off their 
own 28-day hunger strike weeks ago. Although the story of 
Palestinian prisoners in Israel speaks to a [...] 


Info-Palestine.net La Deuxième Intifada fut l’expression de 
cette capacité de la société palestinienne ase mobiliser dans 
les plus difficiles des circonstances et de soutenir cette 
mobilisation pendant des années en dépit des coûts terribles 


imposés par la violence israélienne, explique Ramzy Baroud. 
Info-Palestine: Six ans apres avoir été écrit, votre livre « La 
Deuxieme [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The commemoration of the Nakba needs 
to be more than a ritualistic event; the remembrance should 
be integrated into a clear and comprehensive national project 
aimed at offsetting the harm wrought to generations of 
Palestinians. There is no question that Israel has repeatedly 
failed in distancing or erasing the memory of those [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Many Palestinians remember and 
reference al-Nakba, also known as the Catastrophe, on May 
15 every year. The event marks the expulsion of nearly a 
million Palestinians, while their villages were destroyed. The 
destruction of Palestine in 1947-48 ushered in the birth of 
Israel. Older generations relay the harsh and oppressive 
memory of [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud — Special to Gulf News A critical shift in the 
Palestine-Israeli conflict is now underway. The shift promises 
an endgame for the Israeli plot in Palestine, and a possible 
collective response from the Palestinian people. Every 
Palestinian uprising in the past — from as far back as the late 
1920s to the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Israel is currently experiencing the kind of 
turmoil that may or may not affect its political hierarchy 
following the next general election. However, there is little 
reason to believe that any major transformations in the Israeli 
political landscape could be of benefit to Palestinians. Former 
politicians and intelligence bosses have been challenging [...] 


Illegal Settlements Bonanza: Israel Plots an Endgame 


By Ramzy Baroud Israel's colonization policies are entering 
an alarming new phase, comparable in historic magnitude to 
the original plans to colonize Gaza, the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem following the war of 1967. On April 24, an Israeli 
ministerial committee approved three settlement outposts — 
Bruchin and Rechelim in the northern part of the [...] 
The Rest is Hasbara: Jenny Tonge’s Victory over the Lobby 
By Ramzy Baroud ‘My Lords, | was in Gaza six weeks ago,’ 
began Baroness Tonge, when she spoke at the House of 
Lords in January 2009. ‘Now, as a result of the impotence of 
the international community, not just in Gaza, but...over 40 
years of occupation of Palestine by Israel, those institutions 
that | visited [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud A few years ago, after | spoke ata 
conference in South Africa, Ronnie Kasrils, then the country’s 
Minister for Intelligence Services, leaned towards me and 
said, "I agree with everything you said, but in order for the 
boycott of Israel to become adopted by world governments, 
the call has to be [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Last week Marwan Barghouti, the 
prominent Palestinian political prisoner and Fatah leader, 
called on Palestinians to launch a ‘large-scale popular 
resistance’ which would ‘serve the cause of our people.’ The 
message was widely disseminated as it coincided with Land 
Day, an event that has unified Palestinians since March 1976. 
Its meaning has [...] 


Computing Intifada: When Will Palestinians Revolt? 


By Ramzy Baroud When will the Palestinians revolt? The 
answer, according to an Israeli official: not this year (as 
quoted by Agency France Press). An internal Israeli Foreign 
Ministry report last month also concluded that a third 
Palestinian intifada or uprising was ‘unlikely’ this year. 
According to the unnamed official, “This report, which is more 
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Bibi Stirs Trouble with Attack on Gaza 
L ze = 


By Ramzy Baroud The first Israeli missile sped down to its 
target, scorching the Gaza earth and everything in between. 
Palestinians collected the body parts of two new martyrs, 
while Israeli media celebrated the demise of two terrorists. 
Zuhair Qasis was the head of the Popular Resistance 
Committee. He was killed alongside a former Palestinian [...] 


alestinian Warriors 
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By Ramzy Baroud On March 8, Palestinian women rallied in 
Gaza and Ramallah to mark International Women’s Day. 
Activities were held in various cities, vilages and refugee 
camps. Women in Palestine are united by a shared struggle, 
untold hardship, and also a legendary ability to withstand, 


survive and flourish under the harshest of circumstances. 
Even [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud (Based on talks delivered by Ramzy 
Baroud at Israeli Apartheid Week conferences in Edmonton 
and Calgary, Alberta, Canada — March 5, 6 2012) In the 
Winter 2012 Edition of Palestine News — published by the 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign in the UK — and more 
specifically on page 5, there is a photo [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Despite all of Hamas’ assurances to the 
contrary, a defining struggle is taking place within the 
Palestinian Islamic movement. The outcome of this struggle — 
which is still confined to polite political disagreements and 
occasional intellectual tussle — is likely to change Hamas’ 
outlook, if not fundamentally alter its position within a [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The issue is not about hummus, chocolate 
bars or Dead Sea vacations. It is about civil society taking full 
responsibility for its own action (or lack of). The issue is not 
exactly about Israeli products either, but rather about how 
even a seemingly innocent decision like buying Israeli dates 
may enable the [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud, Special to Gulf News While top officials 
representing rival Palestinian factions, Hamas and Fatah, 
signed yet another unity agreement on February 6 in Doha, 


Qatar, Palestinian prisoner Khader Adnan crossed the 50-day 
mark of his hunger strike. His health was rapidly deteriorating. 
Since his arrest on December 17, “Khader was subjected to 
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sos Anti-Se mitism_and Israel’s Inherent Contradictions 
By Ramzy Baroud In a recent article, columnist Yaniv Halili 
described British author Ben White as ‘anti-Semitic’. He also 
denounced Arab Knesset member Hanin Zoabi for writing a 
forward to White’s latest book, Palestinians in Israel: 
Segregation, Discrimination and Democracy. Those of us who 
can see through such distorted thinking know that White is a 


[...] 
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By Ramzy Baroud Regardless of who may rule Israel, little 
change ever occurs in the country’s foreign policy. Winning 
parties remain obsessed with demographics and retaining 
absolute military dominance. They also remain unfailingly 
focused on their quest to initiate racist laws against non- 
Jewish residents of the state, and continue to hone the art of 
speaking [...] 
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nas and the Brotherhood: Reanimating listory 


By Ramzy Baroud There was an unmistakable hint of triumph 
in the comments made by Ismail Haniyeh, Prime Minister of 
the elected Hamas government in Gaza when he was hosted 
by Mohammed Badie, Supreme Guide of Egypt’s Muslim 
Brotherhood. Both leaders said what would be expected of 
them under these circumstances. Haniyeh asserted that his 


[...] 


By Ramzy Baroud ‘Sooner or later, there will be no escape 
from conducting a significant operation [in Gaza], said Israeli 
army Chief of Staff Lieutenent General Benny Gantz on 
December 27, the third anniversary of Operation Cast Lead. 
Gantz’s chillingly casual remarks were cited as just another 
nonchalant declaration of war against a besieged, 
impoverished, overcrowded [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Mustafa Tamimi was a 28-year-old resident 
of the West Bank village of Nabi Saleh. His meticulously 
trimmed beard served as the centerpiece of his handsome 
face. In December 2011, when an Israeli soldier shot him from 
a short distance with a tear gas canister, half of Mustafa’s 
face went missing. More soldiers [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Essam Al-Batsh and his nephew, Sobhi Al- 
Batsh, are the latest in a long line of reported Palestinian 
‘militants’ killed by Israel. The civilians were both targeted 
while driving in a car in downtown Gaza on December 8. 
According to an Israeli army statement, “(They) were affiliated 
with a terrorist squad that intended [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Another mission accomplished, or so it 
seems. Israeli navy has managed to thwart yet another civil 
society ‘provocation’ (as described by the Israeli Embassy in 
Dublin, Irish Times, November 4). Thus the 27 activists from 
nine countries aboard two boats were rounded up and hauled, 


along with their ‘provocative’ medical supplies, to [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud, Special to Gulf News In his October 10 
column for Israels Ynetnews, Guy Bechor reached a 
bewildering conclusion. "Israelis were the first ones of all 
people to raise the delegitimisation argument: Israel would 
turn into the new South Africa as result of its isolation in the 
western world, they said ... However, [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud During his deliberately offensive speech on 
September 23, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
described the General Assembly as ‘the theater of the 
absurd.’ Israel’s few friends at the United Nations — led by the 
US delegation — listened gleefully and applauded as 
Netanyahu heralded a steady stream of insults. Netanyahu 
then returned [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud ‘Both of lbrahim’s arms were cut off. H 
had a hole in his lung. Parts of his legs were missing. His 
kidney was in a bad condition...we need people to stand with 
us.’ These were the words of an exhausted man as he 


described the condition of his dying son in an [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud — Arab News When Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas decided to go to the United 
Nations to request the admission of Palestine as a full 
member, he appeared to have had an epiphany. Had he 
finally realized that for the past two decades he and his party, 
Fatah, have gone down a [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The UN Palmer Report, which largely 
exonerated Israel for murdering nine unarmed Turkish 
civilians in international waters on May 31, 2010, seemed in 
some ways like the last straw. Prior to its publication, the 
camel's back had already mostly broken, and a collapse in 
Turkish-Israeli ties was looming. Turkey’s sin was seeking [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Israeli writer Uri Avnery recently wrote an 
article entitled ‘How Godly Are Thy Tents?’, which began with 
the words, "First of all, a warning." The reference was made to 
the tent cities that have sprung up across the country by 
middle class Israelis demanding change and reforms. The 
organizational style of these [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud | remember how exhilarated | felt when | 
was told | was old enough to fast for the month of Ramadan. 
My feelings had little to do with abstention from food and drink 
between dawn and sunset each day. For a child, there is little 
joy in that. The meaning and implications [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud If you happen to be a Palestinian 
government employee, chances are you will receive only half 
your usual salary this month. The other half will only be 
available when international donors find it in their hearts to 
make up for the huge shortage of funds currently facing the 
Palestinian Authority (PA). With [...] 


Gaza Border ‘Opening’ is Just Rhetoric 


By Ramzy Baroud For most Palestinians, leaving Gaza 
through Egypt is as exasperating a process as entering it. 
Governed by political and cultural sensitivities, most 
Palestinian officials and public figures refrain from criticising 
the way Palestinians are treated at the Rafah border. 
However there is really no diplomatic language to describe 
the relationship between desperate [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud — Gaza A ‘Hamas commander’ drove a 
beat-up gray van in northern Gaza and theatrically spoke on 
his walkie-talkie as | sat in the passenger seat. The van was 
almost barren, save for the most basic equipment propelling it 
to move forward over the bumpy roads of an overcrowded 
refugee camp. lyad [...] 
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By Ramzy Baroud — Gaza ‘Do you remember Mahmoud?’ 
asked Abu Nidal, my neighbor from nearly 20 years ago, 

when | lived in Gaza. “Yes, of course, | do,” | answered. | 
remembered him as yet another troublemaking child among 
the Nuseirat Refugee Camp’s numerous rabble-rousers. He 
was defined by a stream of snot that [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The Palestinian security officer at the 
Rafah border was overly polite. He wore a black uniform and 
walked around self-assuredly, as he instructed weary 
travelers on their next moves before being allowed back into 
Gaza. On the other side of the border, in Egypt, there was 
much anxiety, fear and anticipation. ‘Things [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud As the Palestine Papers demonstrated, the 
major obstacle to a real, lasting and just peace in Palestine is 
the Israeli leadership's unwillingness to accept anything less 
than full domination over the Palestinians. Not only do Israeli 
leaders refuse to partake in any serious peace talks, they also 
refuse to agree on universally [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Nader al-Masri is an inspiration. The 31- 
year-old Gaza athlete seems completely oblivious to 
challenges that would seem insurmountable to most. On May 
5th, he led a small pack of nine runners into the finish line of 
Gaza’s first marathon. Behind them, 1,300 children ran 
various distances. Many of the children who participated [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Shocking is not a sufficient term to 
describe Justice Richard Goldstone’s decision to recant parts 
of the 2009 report on alleged war crimes in Gaza. The 
document, known as the Goldstone Report, was compiled 


after a thorough investigation led by the South African judge 
and three other well-regarded investigators. They 
documented 36 [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Palestinian citizens of Israel must have 
been proud of the fact that their collective tenacity always 
proved stronger than any Israeli attempt at dislocating them 
from their rightful historical narrative. Now, they are being told 
to cease and desist from commemorating al-Nakba, the 
Catastrophe of 1948, which saw the brutal seizure and [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud A dear friend of mine from Gaza told me 

that he hadn't slept for days. "| am so worried about Egypt, | 
have only been feeding on cigarettes and coffee." My friend 
and | talked for hours that day in early February. We talked 

about Tahrir Square, about the courage of ordinary [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud ‘Now it is time to naturalize the flow of 
history,’ wrote Ahmet Davutoglu, Turkey’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs (British Guardian, March 16). The process of 
naturalization is now underway inthe region Davutoglu 
refused to describe as the Middle East (arguing that the term 
is “orientalist”, and preferring to call the region [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The global boycott movement (BDS) and 
other related campaigns were aimed at exposing Israeli 
transgressions against the Palestinian people and galvanizing 
international solidarity. What is so uplifting to see now is how 
their achievements have far surpassed these initial aims. The 
campaigns have animated, accentuated and actually 
legitimized Palestinian civil society — [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas and his supporters in the Fatah party want us to 
believe that dramatic changes are underway in the occupied 
Palestinian territories. This is part of a strategy intended to 
offset any public dissatisfaction with the self-designated 
Palestinian leadership in the West Bank. The PA hopes the 
‘news’ [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud As Palestinians are becoming increasingly 
confident about the authenticity of the Palestine Papers — 
1,600 leaked documents that Al Jazeera began publishing on 
January 23 — they can also find little to be proud of in their 
contents. According to Palestinian political commentator 
Mazin Qumsiyeh, the PA's chief negotiator, Saeb Erekat 
“comes [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud The Palestine Papers had damaged 
whatever little credibility the Ramallah-based authority still 
enjoyed among Palestinians The Palestine Papers, the 1,300 


leaked documents that Aljazeera began publishing starting 
January 23, are the Palestinian response to the Israeli 
‘generous offer’, an Israeli diplomatic ruse that was aimed at 
discrediting Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat following [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Deepak Tripathi’s most recent book, 
Breeding Ground: Afghanistan and the Origins of Islamist 
Terrorism (Potomac Books) raises several issues, both within 
and outside of its content. It is based on research for his 
doctoral dissertation, the qualification for which he never 
received. Tripathi, a former BBC producer, is immensely 
proud of his [...] 


Declaring Palestine: Revisiting Hope and Fallure 


By Ramzy Baroud When late Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat read the Declaration of the Palestinian Independence 
just over 22 years ago, Palestinians everywhere were 
enthralled. They held onto his every word during the 
Palestinian National Council (PNC) session in Algeria on 
November 15, 1988. The council members incessantly 
applauded and chanted in the name of [...] 
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By Ramzy Baroud When a copy of William A. Cook’s latest 
book, The Plight of the Palestinians arrived in my mailbox, | 
initially felt a little worried. The volume, featuring the work of 
over 30 accomplished writers, is the most articulate treatise 
on the collective victimization of Palestinians to date. From 


Cook’s own introduction, ‘The [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud | recall the first sentence of my fifth grade 
essay on ‘Education and Youth’. Written with the occasional 
aid of my father, and dotted with clichés, it might have read 
something like this: “Youth is the backbone of any nation, and 
education is essential to arm the youth with the knowledge 
they [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud An American activist once gave me a book 
she wrote detailing her experiences in Palestine. The largely 
visual volume documented her journey of the occupied West 
Bank, rife with barbered wires, checkpoints, soldiers and 
tanks. It also highlighted how Palestinians resisted the 
occupation peacefully, in contrast to the prevalent media 
depictions linking [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud If one tried to fit music compositions into an 
equivalent literary style, Gilad Atzmon & The Orient House 
Ensemble’s latest release would come across as a most 


engaging political essay: persuasive, argumentative, rational, 
Original, imaginative and always unfailingly accessible. But 
unlike the rigid politicking of politicians and increasingly 
Machiavellian style of today’s [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud Writers often romanticize their subjects. At 
times they even manipulate their readers. A book — or any 
piece of writing for that matter — is meant to provide a sense 
of completion. Sociological explanations are offered to offset 


the confusion caused by apparent inconsistency in human 
behavior. At times a reader is [...] 


By Ramzy Baroud — Beirut, Lebanon Two young girls stood, 
as if frozen, starting below them at an ever vibrant Beirut. 
Their balcony, like the rest of their house and most of their 
refugee camp was of an indistinct color. It was dirty, as were 
their clothes. They, on the other hand, looked beautiful and 
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By RAMZY BAROUD Thousands of faithful assiduously 
listened as | outlined the challenges facing Palestine and its 
people. Cries of ‘Allahu Akbar — God is Great — occasionally 
resounded from a corner of the giant South African mosque. 
Many whimpered as | described the tragedy that had befallen 
Gaza as a result of the Israeli [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Each time Israel fails to keep its ‘side of 
the bargain’, the Palestinian Authority responds with the same 
redundant language. The cycle has become so utterly 
predictable that one wonders why the Palestinian Authority 
officials even bothers protesting Israeli action. They must be 
well aware that their cries, genuine or otherwise, will [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Finally, a parliamentary debate in 
Lebanon over the human rights of Palestinian refugees. What 
is unfortunate though, is that granting basic civil rights to over 


400,000 Palestinians — 62 years after their expulsion from 
their historic homeland and the issuing of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights — has been a topic [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD | grew up by the Gaza sea. Through my 
childhood, | could never quite comprehend how such a giant a 
body of water, which promised such endless freedom, could 
also border on such a tiny and cramped stretch of land — a 
land that was perpetually held hostage, even as it remained 
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By RAMZY BAROUD In his report on Gaza issued late last 
year, prominent South African jurist Richard Goldstone 
accused Israel and Hamas of committing war crimes. His 
language also showed awareness of the fact that the former is 
an occupying power with most sophisticated weapon arsenal 
(as reflecting in the number of Palestinian victims), and [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD An activistis a person who feels 
strongly about a cause and who is also willing to dedicate 
time and energy towards advancing and realizing this cause. 
This might be my own limited interpretation of what activism 
means. | was born and raised in a Gaza refugee camp where 
the daily struggles [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD The killing of Palestinian activist 
Mahmoud al-Mabhouh on January 19, 2010 was clearly a 
well-planned, violent and sadistic act, committed by Israeli 
assassins in the supposed safety of a sovereign country. Yes, 
Mahmoud al-Mabhouh was a Palestinian activist. We have no 
reason to believe otherwise. He spent years of his life in [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Uri Avnery’s assessment of the recent 
Israeli-Turkish diplomatic and political row — that “the 
relationship between Turkey and Israel will probably return to 
normal, if not to its former degree of warmth” — seems 
sensible and daring. In my view, however, it is also 
inaccurate. Simply put, there is just no going [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD The recent actions of people from 
around the world in support of the Palestinian people in Gaza 
have arguably represented the closest manifestation of 
international solidarity since the International Brigades against 
fascism during the Spanish Civil War. A bold assertion? 
Admittedly, | may not be as in tune with reality as I [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Those pesky taxi drivers of Gaza are 
always circulating rumours. One story that made the rounds 
during the first Palestinian uprising in 1987 claimed that an 
Arab army crossed the Sinai desert to save Palestinians from 
the daily killings and protracted state of siege which caused 
untold suffering for civilians. The army [...] 


By SUSAN ABULHAWA with RAMZY BAROUD Prior to the 
establishment of Israel, Palestine had been multi-religious and 
multi-cultural. Christians, Muslims and Jews, Armenians, 
Greek Orthodox, to name a few, all had a place there; and all 
lived in relative harmony. Other nations fought wars and 
waged epic struggles to attain the kind of coexistence that [...] 
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By RAMZY BAROUD [The SPREE is an excerpt from 
Ramzy Baroud’s forthcoming book: My Father Wasa 
Freedom Fighter: Gaza’s Untold Story. The events are 
situated in Baroud’s historic home of Beit Daras, one of the 
nearly 500 Palestinian villages that were completely 
destroyed by Zionist militias in 1948. Baroud’s father, a very 
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By RAMZY BAROUD As Israeli bombs fell on the Gaza Strip 
during its one-sided war between December 27, 2008 and 
January 18, 2009, millions around the world took to the 
streets in complete and uncompromising outrage. The level of 
barbarity in that war, especially as it was conducted against a 
poor, defenseless and Ee ies bs .] 


By RAMZY BAROUD ‘We may be witnessing the beginning of 
the end of the era of impunity, Nadia Hijab, a senior fellow at 
the Washington-based Institute for Palestine Studies, was 
quoted by IPS in response to the findings of a 574-page 
report by a four-member United Nations Fact finding mission. 
The mission, led by internationally-renowned [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Gaza’s troubles have somehow been 
relegated, if not completely dropped from the mainstream 
media’s radar, and subsequently the world’s conscience and 
consciousness. Weaning the public from the sadness there 
conveys the false impression that things are improving and 
that people are starting to move on and rebuild their lives. But 
nothing could [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD This is hardly the rational order of 
things. An overpowering military occupation was meant to be 
resisted by an equally determined, focused and unyielding 
national movement, hell-bent on liberation at any cost and by 
any means. This is the unwritten law that has governed and 
shielded successful national liberation projects throughout 
history. [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD When seen from a distance, kites in 
Gaza may look quite ordinary. But while Gazan children, in 
many respects, are just children, their kites are hardly 
ordinary. Often adorned by the red, black, green and white of 
the Palestinian flag, Gazan children’s kites are expressions of 
defiance, hope and the longing for [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Who killed Yasser Arafat? When the 
Palestinian leader was declared dead in a French hospital on 
Nov. 11, 2004, there was no way of knowing how questions 
related to his death should be phrased. Was he killed or did 


he die from old age? If he was killed, then who killed him [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Nearly six months have passed since 
the Israeli army ceased pounding the tiny stretch of land that 
is the Gaza Strip. Since then, Gaza continues to appear on 
the news once ina while, as a recurring subject of human 
misery. The tireless efforts of British MP George Galloway, 
and the courageous [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Much can be said to explain, or even 
justify Hamas’ recent political concessions, where its top 
leaders in Gaza and Damascus agreed in principle with a 
political settlement on the basis of the two-state solution. On 
June 25, Damascus-based leader of the Islamic group’s 
political bureau, Khaled Meshaal reiterated Hamas’ rejection 
ofi] 


By RAMZY BAROUD His room is ready; the walls have fresh 
paint and my kids prepared a basket of chocolates and other 
treats to place beside his bed. They hung a poster on his door 
that has been decorated with colored pens and glitter that 
says “Welcome Shobhi!” | have taught them that “Sobhi” 
actually [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD "Gaza is not on the Pope’s itinerary, nor 
will it be. There will be no change in these plans. But I'll say it 
very Clearly, the Pope is absolutely not going to Gaza." Such 
were the astounding comments made by the Pope’s 
spokesman in Israel, Wadie Abunasser, prior to Pope 
Benedict XVI [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD From a distance, the struggle between 
Hamas and Fatah appears commonplace, a typical third world 
country’s political scuffle over interpretation of democracy that 
went out of control, or simply a ‘power struggle’ between two 
political rivals vying for international aid and recognition. In 
fact, the conflict may appear as if it popped [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD When one speaks of or advocates non- 
violence, does he promote such an idea because he believes 
that historically it has been a more effective means of 
liberation, or is it purely because he thinks that it is a more 
self-respecting means of struggle? In recent history, many 
advocates of non-violence have been [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Any variation of the words “Palestine” 
and “massacre” are sure to yield millions of results on major 
search engines on the World Wide Web. These results are 
largely in reference to hundreds of different dates and events 
in which numerous Palestinians were killed by the Israeli army 
or settlers. But references to [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD It seems that the Palestinian-lsraeli 
peace process is in serious jeopardy. This is the immediate 
impression one gleans from media reports from Israel. Unlike 
Israel's Kadima and Labour party "moderates" prime minister- 
designate Benyamin Netanyahu is widely seen as an obstacle 
to negotiations aimed at facilitating a two-state solution. The 
media stories, however, [...] 


sn Intifada A Third Chapter 


By RAMZY BAROUD Though the dust has settled in Gaza, 
the rubble from the untold number of demolished buildings, 
homes and mosques is far from being cleared away. Graves 

continue to receive victims, young and old alike, from Israel's 
most recent offensive. And in the midst of this, with the hopes 
of some respite and [...] 
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By RAMZY BAROUD While various Western governments 
are struggling to define a possible relationship with the 
Palestinian movement Hamas, some progressive and leftist 
circles are also uneasy regarding their own perception of the 
Islamic movement. Some have even made the claim that 
Hamas is, more or less, an Israeli concoction. In fact, the 
accusation that [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD The political outcomes of the Gaza war 
are yet to be entirely decided with any degree of certainty. 
However, the obvious political repositioning which was 
reported as soon as Israel declared its unilateral ceasefire 
promised that Israel's deadly bombs would shape a new 


political reality in the region. In the aftermath, Hamas [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD When Hamas leader Khaled Mashaal 
declared before a cheering crowd in Doha, Qatar, on January 
28, the need for a new leadership, his words generated panic 
amongst leaders of the West Bank-based Palestinian 
Authority as well as traditional Palestinian leadership elites 
stationed in various Arab capitals. The reaction to Mashaal’s 
call was [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD My three-year-old son Sammy walked 
into my room uninvited as | sorted through another batch of 
fresh photos from Gaza. | was looking for a specific image, 
one that would humanise Palestinians as living, breathing 
human beings, neither masked nor mutilated. But to no avail. 
All the photos | received spoke of [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD "We are all Hamas," screamed a 
scrawny Mauritanian, repeatedly, as he determinedly drew his 
face closer to a TV camera. Behind him, thousands more 
tunefully chanted similar words, chants that were heard in 
different Arabic dialects, in fact in many different languages all 
across the globe. Yet, Israel, somehow is claiming victory [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD In times of crisis, most Arabs tune in to 
Aljazeera television. Sometimes it’s comforting for the truth to 
be stated the way it is, with all of its gory and unsettling 
details, without blemishes and without censorship. When 
Israel carried out massive air strikes against Gaza on 
Saturday, December 27, terrorizing an [...] 


s Gaza: The Untold Story 


By RAMZY BAROUD It’s incomprehensible that a region such 
as the Gaza Strip, so rich with history, so saturated with 
defiance, can be reduced to a few blurbs, sound bites and 
reductionist assumptions, convenient but deceptive, vacant of 
any relevant meaning, or even true analytical value. The fact 
is that there is more to the [...] 


Gaza: Salvation ina News Broadcast 


By RAMZY BAROUD When Gaza’s electricity is in working 
order, most Palestinians in the impoverished and 
overcrowded Strip huddle around their television screens. It’s 
neither "American Idol" nor "Dancing with the Stars" that 
brings them together. It’s the news. Gazans’ relationship to 
news media is both complex and unique. Like most 
Palestinians everywhere, they intently [...] 
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A Third Palestinian Intifada in the Making 


By RAMZY BAROUD At a recent conference | was repeatedly 
asked about the prospects for a third Palestinian uprising, or 
Intifada. The question, although seemingly uncomplicated, is 
both loaded and important, and cannot be answered ina 
mere two minutes or less. A ‘third Intifada’ would imply that 
the second has already ended. But has [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Europe has showed greater willingness 
in recent months to play a larger part in the Middle East’s 
most protracted conflict, that of Israel and Palestine. But 
willingness doesn’t necessarily indicate readiness. For the 
European Union (EU) to be truly ready to take on a conflict of 
such magnitude, it must fully and [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD | was ecstatic as | read an email sent by 
a manager at a Canadian toy company. The company 
donates a large number of toys each year to inner city kids 
throughout North America, using various NGOs. A few years 
ago, they decided to ship several thousand toys to Palestinian 
Children. They [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD The numbers are grim, whether in the 
West Bank or the Gaza Strip. The Palestinian economy is in 
one of its most wretched states, and the disaster is mostly, if 
not entirely manmade, thus reversible. The World Bank made 
no secret of the fact that Israeli restrictions are largely to 
blame, as [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Arab League Secretary-General Amr 
Moussa used exceptionally tough language during a Cairo 
news conference 9 September, when he lashed out at 
Palestinian factionalism, saying that the League is going as 
far as studying the possibility of imposing sanctions on 


quarrelling Palestinians. "| am extremely angry with the 
Palestinian organisations... We are studying [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Ahmed Moussa was a 12-year-old 
Palestinian boy from the West Bank village of Nilin, near 
Ramallah. Mohamed Bahloul is a 12-year-old Palestinian boy 
from Gaza City. The former was shot and killed 29 July by 
Israeli forces following a peaceful protest against the Israeli 
apartheid wall. The latter is awaiting death in [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD For some folks interested in genealogy, 
tracing one’s roots is a stimulating activity. It's immensely 
interesting and meaningful to learn where one’s life started. 
DNA testing has made it possible to trace one’s roots back 
many generations and there are even free web sites that can 
help users trace their family history [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD A six-year-old Palestinian girl from 
Gaza was killed by Israeli fire on 12 June. "Medics say the girl 
was decapitated by a [tank] shell," Associated Press (AP) 
reported the next day. The Israeli military said the soldiers 
opened fire in retaliation against "militants launching rockets 
into Israel". AP dispassionately elaborated that, "Gaza [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD For the last 60 years, all those who 
have sought a genuinely peaceful and fair solution for Israel 
and Palestine have faced the same obstacle — Israel’s sense 
of invincibility and military arrogance, abetted by the US and 
other Western governments’ unwavering support. Despite 
recent setbacks on the military front, the Israeli [...] 


An Irreducible Fact: 60 Years of Denial 


By RAMZY BAROUD Don't ask for what you never had,’ is 
the underlying message made by supporters of Israel when 
they claim Palestine was never a state to begin with. The 
contention is, of course, easily refutable. Following the 
disintegration of the Ottoman Empire in the early 20th 
salons colonial Bones plotted to divide the [...] 
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=I RAMZY BAROUD Just days after the Hamas-Fatah clash 
last June in Gaza, Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas looked firm and composed as he shook hands with 
members of his new emergency government. He made sure 
his move appeared as legitimate as possible, issuing decrees 
that outlawed the armed militias of Hamas, and also 
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By RAMZY BAROUD Why did Israel aitack Gaza with such 
brutality? Did Israeli officials think, even for a fleeting moment, 
that their army’s attacks could halt, as opposed to intensify, 
Palestinian rockets or retaliatory violence? Indeed, was 
Palestinian violence at all relevant to the Israeli action? Was 
the Israeli bloodletting in Gaza solely relevant to [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Time is running out for Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert and Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas. Although both men are still committed to 
their risky venture of marginalising Hamas at any cost, the 
latter's obduracy and recent events in Gaza point to the 
inescapable conclusion — the undertaking was doomed from 
the [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Ina radio interview prior to the US 
invasion of Iraq, David Barsamian asked Noam Chomsky 
what ordinary Americans could do to stop the war. Chomsky 
answered, “In some parts of the world people never ask, ‘what 
can we do?’ They simply do it.” For someone who was born 
and raised in [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Israelis and their supporters tend to 
depict Israel as a country of miracles. What else could explain 
the country’s astonishing "birth" and subsequent survival 
against all sorts of "existential threats"? How else would Israel 
develop at such a phenomenal pace, making the "desert 
bloom" and continually scoring a high ranking amongst 
developed [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Intense debate over Gaza is subsiding 
as the status quo is delineated — predictably — by those with 
the bigger guns. But to what extent can human suffering be 
politicised, turned into an intellectual polemic that fails to 


affect the simplest change in people’s lives? Hamas's political 
advent in January 2006 as [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD A once profound and widely read 
commentator recently claimed he no longer writes about the 
Palestine/Israel conflict because "Palestinians are killing each 
other". Feeling his words have ceased to carry weight he 
simply decided not "to take sides". What should be made of 
such a reaction? Granted, what has transpired in Palestine 
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By RAMZY BAROUD The recent death of Haider Abdul-Shafi 
could not have come at a worse time. Bearing in mind the 
grim shortcomings of the Palestinian leadership and the lack 
of any serious attempt to rectify the situation, the loss of this 
unique and iconic leader feels all the more acute. Here was 
someone who [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD The rash and self-defeatist behaviour 
emanating from Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas and his close circle in the West Bank cannot possibly 
be intended for the benefit of the Palestinian people or for 
their internationally sanctioned struggle for human rights, 
freedom and equality. Abbas, and his self-serving Palestinian 
elites seem hell-bent on [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD For 62 years since the foundation of the 
United Nations’ Security Council, the Palestinians did not 
manage to have any kind of sway that would allow them to 
block or amend a proposed resolution in any meaningful way. 
But miracles do indeed happen, as, for the first time, and after 
ae of [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD When T Renee were elected 
as the majority bloc of the Palestinian Legislative Council, and 
as it became apparent that a US-led international embargo 
would be an adjoining price to that victory, | contacted many 
intellectuals and writers in Palestine, mostly those who often 
seca themselves as part of the Palestinian Left. [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD The Hamas-Fatah clash that has 
culminated into a mini-civil war in recent weeks is both old 
and new, and while some of its elements are uniquely 
Palestinian, much of it was manufactured at the behest of US- 
Israeli intelligence and governments. The tensions between 
Fatah and Hamas are decades old. Fatah has — [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD All my forewarnings have suddenly 
been actualised, all at once: Gaza has descended into total 
and utter chaos; Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has 
capitulated to Israel and to the United States without a shred 
of reservation; and the Palestinian democratic experiment, 
which was until recently an astounding success, has been 
smashed to [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD South Africa’s Minister of Intelligence 
Ronnie Kasrils whispered to me as | sat down following a 
most enthusiastic speech | gave at a recent conference in 
Cape Town: "if you want the world to heed to your call for 
boycotting Israel, the call has to originate from the Palestinian 
leadership itself." Kasrils [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Ina spacious yet fortified United 
Nations compound in Rome, members of a Palestine 
committee at the General Assembly repeated old mantras: 
vowed support for Palestinians, issued a Press release and 
went for lunch. The committee consisted of several UN 
ambassadors; all well-intended, sympathetic and concerned; 
nonetheless, they also knew too well [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD [From a speech for Stockholm 
Conference 16-19 March 2007] In my speech today, | will 
refrain from stating the obvious: those who are yet to 
recognize the injustices committed daily against the 
Palestinian people, have either succumbed completely to 
Israels propaganda or are simply uninterested in the whole 
matter. Although confronting both [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD It’s never easy to admit that the 
Palestinian front, both at home and abroad, remains as 
fragmented and self-consumed, thus ineffective, as ever 


before, and got worse during the disastrous post-Oslo period. 
Such realisation wouldn't mean much if the inference 
concerned any other polity; but when it’s made in regards to a 
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By RAMZY BAROUD The Makkah agreement, signed 
between rival Palestinian groups, Hamas and Fatah on 
February 8, under the auspices of the Saudi leadership, was 
welcomed by thousands of cheering Palestinians throughout 
the occupied territories, and seen as the closing of a chapter 
of a bloody and tumultuous period of their history. Officially, 
although more [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD The most recent fighting in the Gaza 
Strip, which has left many people dead, confirms that the 
internal strife plaguing the Occupied Territories since the 
advent of Hamas to power in January 2006 was not entirely 
the outcome of outside meddling in Palestinian affairs. It is, in 
most part a violent expression [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD | began the preface of my latest book, 
“The Second Palestinian Intifada: A Chronicle of a People’s 
Struggle,” by making the following claim: “The second 
Palestinian uprising will be etched in history as an era where 
a major shift in the rules of the game has occurred.” But have 
they? If they [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Palestinian groups have recently 
suggested a ceasefire, in exchange for a cessation of Israeli 
violence. Ehud Olmert responded with a conciliatory speech, 
cleverly timed with President Bush's arrival to Jordan on 
November 29 for a two-day conference with top Iraqi officials. 
Israel, then, accused Palestinians of firing five rockets into 
Israel in [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Prepared for the Conference on 
People’s Foreign Policy, Mumbai, India: December 7-8 2006. | 
am honored and delighted to have the opportunity to address 
you today. But it is unfortunate and tragic that | address you in 
a time where circumstances on the ground have deteriorated 
so much that the desperation which [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD “The term ethnic cleansing refers to 
various policies of forcibly removing people of another ethnic 
group. At one end of the spectrum, it is virtually 
indistinguishable from forced emigration and population 
transfer, while at the other it merges with deportation and 
genocide.” According to this definition, and others including 
those emerging in [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD God is greater than Israel and America, 
was the echoing cry of tens of thousands of Palestinians, who 
descended onto the graveyard in grief-stricken Beit Hanoun, 
in the northern Gaza Strip. They congregated in yet another 


familiar scene, to bury their loved ones, killed by Israel’s brutal 
war against the Palestinians. This time, [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Attempts to coerce Palestinians into 
submission have not always manifested themselves in the 
crude form of a tank, a bullet, the withholding of aid, or the 
denial of freedom of movement. These efforts were at times 
more imaginative and shrewd, through the sponsoring and 
espousing of factionalism, the purchasing of the integrity [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD Thousands of people recently marched 
in London to commemorate Quds Day, an annual day of 
solidarity with the Palestinian people that emanated from 
Tehran some 26 years ago. | neither wish to contend nor 
corroborate the sincerity of the call, made by Ayatollah 
Khomeini, in a time when the Palestinian people endure, [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD It is no secret that the Palestinian 
people have always struggled with the problem of impotent, 
self-seeking leaderships, who have historically invested far 
greater time fending for their own status and position at the 
helm — however worthless — than representing the legitimate 
rights and aspirations of an occupied nation. Alas, the [...] 


By RAMZY BAROUD An expert in international law and an 
old friend of the Palestinian people wrote me with utter 
distress a few days after Palestinian President Mahmoud 


Abbas and Prime Minister Ismael Haniyeh were reported to 
have reached an agreement Sept. 11 to form a national unity 
government. The content of his message was [...] 


